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Introduction

The Baptism of the Holy Ghost is an experience that is a key experience to enable and empower the church today.  If there has ever been a time when the church, the bride of Christ, needs to have power, victory, boldness, faith, and the quickening power of the Spirit, that time is now.  All these things are brought about by the Baptism of the Spirit.  Sad to say, a lot of churches teach that the Baptism of the Holy Ghost was an experience that only the Christians in the beginning days of the church could have.  My question to those who believe that way is this. Why would God give early Christians an experience to empower them, and take it away from us today?  We could be called the last day church. Do we need that power today?  Why would God deprive us of something that we need?  

If you don’t have the Baptism of the Holy Ghost, you might be saying to yourself, “But I thought that we got the Holy Ghost when we got saved.”  That is true.  When you get saved, you get a portion of God’s Spirit. Jesus comes into your heart through the power of the Holy Ghost. God’s Spirit enters into your heart.  That is the beginning.   Let’s start by explaining just what the Baptism of the Holy Ghost or Holy Spirit is all about. I call Him the Holy Ghost because that is what the Bible mostly calls Him.  The Holy Ghost is a person. He is a part of the trinity of God. God is made up of three persons, three parts, much like an egg.  An egg has a shell, the white, and the yolk.  If you separate one egg, you have three parts, but there is still only one egg there.  God the Father, Jesus His Son, and the Holy Ghost, are all three parts of God.  You are a person.  You have a spirit that will one day go back to God, and you have your flesh part, the part that people see. You may have a son.  That son is a part of you, a part of your flesh.  Your DNA, your blood, your genetics, and all the things that parents pass into their children is in your son.  He is a part of you.  This is much the same way as God, Jesus, and the Holy Ghost are connected together.  That connection between them is so strong that they are one.  They operate as one.  One will never step out on His own, but they are all in total and complete agreement.  That is something that we humans can’t understand on our own. There is an old song that goes like this, “He’s God in the Father, He’s God in the Son, He’s God in the Holy Ghost, He’s God all three in one.  I know God is God, and He won’t ever change.”  Here is one example of part of the trinity and how they fit together.  John 17:21 says, “That they all may be one: as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us.”  Jesus is saying here that He and His Father were one.  He was also saying that He was dying on the cross so that we could be one with both of them.  That is a lot of love in that passage.  I guess you could say that the stuff that holds God, the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost together is love.  That is the same stuff that holds us together to make us one with God.  

When you get saved, you are born of the Spirit of God. God’s Spirit comes into your heart. Jesus comes into your heart through God’s Spirit.  So you are right if you say that God’s Spirit comes into your heart when you are saved.  But there is more.  If you have been baptized or filled with the Spirit of God, then you know what I am saying. Baptized with the Spirit and filled with the Spirit are both terms that refer to the same experience.  There are three reasons why I know that being baptized or filled with the Holy Ghost means more than just salvation.  I know because I have read the full counsel of God’s Word and it is all through the scriptures.  Also, I know because it has happened to me.  The third reason I know that it is so is because millions of people down through time have experienced the same thing that I have experienced.  

When you get saved, you get a portion of God’s Spirit.  When you receive the Baptism of the Holy Ghost, you get baptized, filled, empowered, filled up to the brim.  Here is a little bit of what the Bible says about the Baptism of the Holy Ghost.  We will be studying scriptures throughout this book.  This isn’t something that I’ve made up to entertain you.  It is found throughout the Word of God.  It is valuable truth that may make a difference in your life between victory and defeat as a Christian. If you already have the Baptism of the Holy Ghost, then this book will still be a blessing and a strength to you as you are reminded about what power, strength, comfort, and all that you can find because of it.  Keep reading.  

Here are some scriptures.  There are more to come throughout the book.  Luke 3:16 tells about the first incidence where the Baptism of the Holy Ghost is first mentioned.  John the Baptist is speaking here. “John answered, saying unto them all, I indeed baptize you with water; but one mightier than I cometh, the latchet of whose shoes I am not worthy to unloose:  he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost and with fire.”   At Pentecost the Holy Ghost filled them, baptized them.  This is found in Acts 2:4, “And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak in tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.” Acts 8:15 talks about a group of people who had been saved.  We read in that scripture that they had received the Word of God, and they had been baptized in water already.  Then they received the Baptism of the Holy Ghost.  “Who, when they were come down, prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Ghost.”  Verse 17 says, “Then laid they their hands on them, and they received the Holy Ghost.”  (If this were talking about salvation, and receiving the Holy Ghost because they were saved, then why hadn’t they gotten it when they were saved?  Why did they have to go and lay hands on them so that they could received it?  We’ll talk more about this later.)  Acts 19:6, “And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came on them; and they spake with tongues, and prophesied.”  This is talking about more than salvation.  

If the Baptism of the Holy Ghost is such an empowering experience, why are there so many Christians who don’t know about it, and why haven’t we all received it? All too often people grow up being taught a certain thing.  They don’t study the Bible out for themselves.  Or if they do, they use what they have been taught as a strainer, straining out the unfamiliar.  They take what they have and rejoice in that, and refuse to see that they could have more.  Traditions of the church sometimes can be shackles to bind people.  They can become blinders that keep people from seeing the very things that can bring them victory.  God often shows me things in pictures.  Not only because a picture is worth a thousand words, but also because  I am so simple.  Sometimes it takes a picture to explain things to me.  (()  He once showed me a picture of people crawling around on a floor.  They were picking up crumbs. They were so excited about the crumbs that they found.  They were comparing their crumbs, bragging to each other over what a big one they had found. They were rejoicing in those crumbs.  Then the picture shifted up above their head.  God showed me that just over their heads, out of their reach, was a banquet table spread for a king.  All they had to do was to stand up and sit at the table and feast.  But they wouldn’t.  They were too busy crawling around on the floor eating the crumbs.  They didn’t believe that there was anything better than those crumbs. So they wouldn’t stand up and see the table. That was really sad to see that.  Since that time though I have realized how many people do this every day.  God spreads out a spiritual feast for us, and we settle for the crumbs.  That is why there are so many people who are falling away. They are weak.  They are not strong enough to make it through these trying times that we are in. Their faith is based in their traditions, more than in the full counsel of the Word of God. They are eating crumbs and those aren’t enough to strengthen them.  They have strained out the good stuff and they are settling for baby food that keeps them weak.  They refuse to stand up and get the food that they need for their strength.  Satan convinces them that by holding to their traditions and the beliefs that they have, they are actually being loyal to God.  However, those traditions and beliefs are stripping them of the victory they need to overcome.

The Baptism of the Holy Ghost may not be familiar to you.  I can understand.  I was once the same way.  I was in my 20’s before I heard about it.  I can say that when I heard about it, I was so hungry that I got it.  You see, it was the experience that saved my life, and kept my soul from going to hell.  I had been saved when I was a kid. I had gone to church all my life.  When I was in my late teens and early 20’s, I set out to see what the world had to offer.  Boy, did I find out. It didn’t take long for me to totally wreck my life. I destroyed my heart, my mind, and my life so bad that soon there was no return, no way to fix any of it.  I had no hope, or so I thought.  I found my way back to God.  It was still hard to change my life around.  I was bound by addiction, by the scars of my sin, and by the life style that I had become caught in.  The devil had me so bound that I couldn’t change anything on my own. There were no Pentecostal churches around my home back in those days.  Through what I would call a miracle, one opened up.  I believe that little church opened up for me.  Why do I think that?  Not long after I went, learned about the Baptism of the Holy Ghost and received it indirectly through a church service, that little church moved miles away.  God sent that for me.  It was the key that I needed to unlock me.  The Baptism of the Holy Ghost knocked the devil off my porch and gave me the strength I needed to keep him off. If I wouldn’t have received that when I did, I would have given up on serving God and I would probably be dead today. That is a bold statement to make, but it is very true. 

That is why I am writing this book.  I see people who are hungry for something more.  They know that there is something more.  They are dying because they can’t find it.  They are too bound in their traditions to pull up to the table.  I hope that I can describe that feast that is up there on that table and make you so hungry that you pull yourself up, grab hold of God’s hand to get the strength to do so, and pull up the chair that God has set for you there. 

My Grandmother was what I call a saint.  She was a prayer warrior.  I remember when she was in her 80’s, my aunt and her started what I call a ministry, reaching out to shut-ins.  They had several hundred people that they mailed a little Bible study to, and many of these, they hand delivered to people who were shut in.  They visited these people, prayed with them, and encouraged them.  Not only did they visit with these people, they visited their children and grandchildren when they were asked to.  That was only a little of what they did. Everyday they prayed for hundreds of people on their prayer list.  Many of those people were preachers and workers for the Lord.  When my grandmother got to the place where she could no longer get out, she still prayed. She did this until she passed away at age 96.  When I got the Baptism of the Holy Ghost, I didn’t talk much about it to my grandmother.  She went to a church that didn’t teach about it.  As time went on, I didn’t share about it with her because I knew that she was such a wonderful Christian, I thought that she didn’t need it. God kept dealing with my heart to share with her what God had done for me.  I finally did.  When I did, she started crying.  She told me that she had searched for this all her life. She had known that there was more.  She had read it in the scriptures. She had asked preachers for years and years to explain to her what it all meant.  She was so thirsty for it.  None of them told her the truth.  Sad to say, some of the preachers that she had prayed for every day were Pentecostal preachers.  When they held revivals in the Baptist churches that my Grandmother attended, and visited, they preached Baptist.  They didn’t preach about the Baptism when they were in those churches.  When she prayed to receive the Holy Ghost, I can remember the joy on her face.  It lit up.  I thank God that I shared with her.  That is why I am writing this book.

You may be like my grandmother. You may be a fire ball Christian.  You may still have a feeling that there is something more that you hunger for.  You may have read scriptures that showed you that there is something more than what you have, and you feel that in your heart.  But you have had no one to show you the truth.

You may have tied a knot in the end and you may be hanging on to the knot ready to slip.  Like I was, you need the power to overcome things that you sewed in sin.  You want to live the way that God says to, but you don’t have the strength to do so.  Every time you take a few steps forward, you slide as many back. You are about to give up on serving God.  Hold on.  Reach out. Pull yourself up to God’s table. He has a feast that will give you the strength that you need.  

You may be new Christian who is just learning about this thing called Christianity. You want to become a bold Christian, but you just can’t get out of the wimpy stage. Let God fill you with His Spirit.  You will be bold enough to turn your world upside down.

You may be someone who is bound with worry and fear.  Both of these are spirits that bind so many today.  You may be holding on to hope, but the worry and fear of this world and this life is pushing you over the edge.  You are bound with fear and so many other things that your life is a wreck and your whole family is suffering.  You can be delivered.  Let God’s Spirit knock the devil off you, like it did me.  

Whoever you are and whatever your needs are, don’t be like those who were crawling under the table. God has a gift for you. God has a life-giving feast for you. Don’t be too afraid to find out about this.  Don’t discredit it because it isn’t the way you were taught.  Ask Him about it.  All you have to do to find out the truth is to seek for it and be open to hear Him tell you about it.  He wants to lead you into all truth.  The whole thing. Every bit of it.  Luke 11:9-13 says, “And I say unto you, Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you. For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened.  If a son shall ask bread of any of you that is a father, will he give him a stone: or if he ask a fish, will he for a fish give him a serpent?  Or if he shall ask an egg, will he offer him a scorpion?  If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children: how much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask Him?”  Talk to your Heavenly Father.  He will lead you to the truth.  You can trust Him. Read the Word of God.  Be open to it.  

Even though I had never heard of the Baptism of the Holy Ghost, when I heard of it, I didn’t reject it.  I was hungry for it.  I knew in my heart that it was the truth.    I was in love with God, and wanted to serve Him with my whole heart.  I needed all the help that I could get.  I was like a little bird, holding open my mouth for anything that God had for me.  Anything that God had, I wanted.  That is how we need to be.  We don’t need to have strained food.  We don’t have to be satisfied with crumbs, just because that is what we’ve always eaten and what could be so bad with that.  Time is running out. We need to be powerhouses for God.  We need to be boldly declaring to our family, our friends and neighbors, and to those we love who do not know God that soon they will be facing terrible times such as they have never seen, if they don’t accept Jesus and get ready for His coming again. We need to have enough victory in our lives that they can see something that can hold them through these troubled times that we are facing. They need to see in you something that they want.  If ever we needed to stand in the full counsel of the truth it is now. When you only stand in part of the truth, you aren’t standing firm.  It is easy to get swept away by all the lies and untruths that the devil is spreading. We need to be walking in the full counsel of the Word of God in all the strength that brings.

If you don’t have the Baptism of the Holy Ghost, then you need to read this book.  If you do have it, you need to read it to remind you of the power that you possess.  It is time.   

Chapter 1.

Why Do We Need the Baptism of the Holy Ghost?

The church is sick.  Everywhere I talk to people, I hear how sick the church is.  I’m talking about the church as a whole.  Most Christians have settled into a compromise state.  They are either asleep on the pew, or they are so busy with the things of the world that they have no time for God.  They have long ago stopped making a priority of serving God.  Somewhere along the way they have forgotten what it means to have a burden for the lost and a desire for them to be saved.  The conviction of the Holy Ghost no longer falls in most churches. The name of the Holy Ghost explains why.  God’s Spirit is holy.  God is a holy God.  He isn’t the God of compromise that most churches have settled for.  God is a just and a righteous God.  When sin is allowed to rule in the church, and most sermons preached are preached to justify sin, and pat the sinners on the back, then there is no righteousness in the house of God.  God won’t be a part of that, and neither will His Spirit.  If we had to paint a picture of the church today, it would be a sick crippled person, leaning on every crutch but God, carrying weights that so bind her that she can’t even walk, so bound to the world that she follows after every whim the world dictates, and has long ago left following God.  It certainly isn’t the victorious bride of Christ that the Bible talks about, full of God’s love, obeying His calling. 

Here is a picture of what the church should be according to God’s Word and His plan.  Colossians 1:10-13, “That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of God; Strengthened with all might, according to His glorious power, unto all patience and longsuffering with joyfulness; Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light:  Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of His dear son.”  That is powerful.  That is God’s plan.  We are to be a light to the world.  Not some kind of weird reflection. We are supposed to be salt. When you throw salt into a wound, it burns.  The burning cleanses the wounds, purifies them.  Luke 14:34 says, “Salt is good: but if the salt have lost his savor, wherewith shall it be seasoned?  It is neither fit for the land, nor yet for the dunghill: but men cast it out…”  Salt that has gone bad isn’t fit for anything but to be thrown out. 

We know that the hour is late.  Every day we see signs of the coming again of the Lord.  Soon He will split the eastern sky and those without spot, wrinkle, or blemish will be caught away.  Now is not the time to be defeated.  Now isn’t the time to lose our savor. We must be ready for His coming, or we will get left behind.  We must be yielded to the Spirit of God more than ever before, ready to obey Him so that we can lead those we love to Him.  How can we change the picture of today’s church to be the one that Colossians talked about.  The key to unlocking the church is the Baptism of the Holy Ghost. What difference can that make?  Read on to see.

I have put together a little chart that illustrates how the Baptism of the Holy Ghost makes a difference.

1. With the Baptism—Power to Overcome

Without the Baptism—Settling into compromise and defeat

2. With the Baptism—Boldness to obey God

Without the Baptism—Excuses for why you can’t and justification of sin and disobedience

3. With the Baptism—Comfort, overcoming fear and other bad fleshly emotions

Without the Baptism—Bound by fear, anxiety and panic attacks

4. With the Baptism—Ability to show the fruits of the Spirit

Without the Baptism—Fruits of the flesh being more prevalent than the fruits of the Spirit.

5. With the Baptism—Understanding and walking in the full counsel of God in the fullness of His Word

Without the Baptism—Not being rooted and grounded in the full counsel of the Word of God

6. With the Baptism—Peace with God

Without the Baptism—Rebellion that comes when you try really hard to do what you feel you need to do to be able to serve God, but you only fail because you are doing it on your own in the flesh

7. Without the Baptism—Struggle

With the Baptism—Release that comes when you let the Spirit of God control your life

8. Without the Baptism—Feeling empty, like there is something more

With the Baptism—Feeling satisfied.

Finally and most important:

Without the Baptism—defeat

With the Baptism—VICTORY

We’ll talk more in a chapter coming up about how all these things work.  I’ll give scriptures to show you. 

To sum this all up, here is a parable that Jesus told.  It is found in Matthew 1:1-13.  It is the parable of the 10 virgins.  They were waiting on the bridegroom to come to the marriage feast and let them in.  Five were wise and five were foolish. The foolish ones ran out of oil in their lamps.  Their lamps went out.  They went off to buy oil, but it was too late.  When they were gone the bridegroom came.  When they got back the door was already shut.  “Afterward came also the other virgins, saying, Lord, Lord, open to us.  But he answered and said, Verily I say unto you, I know you not.  Watch therefore; for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh.” We need oil in our lamps to be able to stand in these last days.  It will be the difference between having victory or defeat.  We can’t get it at the last minute.  It won’t work that way. Either we will be ready when the Lord comes, full of oil, full of His Spirit and the victory that brings, or we won’t be. 

It is harder not to believe in the Baptism of the Holy Ghost than it is to believe in it.  It is harder not to be filled with the Spirit of God than it is to be filled.  It is much harder to live a Christian life without the fullness of God’s Spirit than it is not to have it.  It is nearly impossible to do so without it. Do you long for more victory in your life?  Do you want to be able to overcome your flesh?  Do you want to become a powerhouse for the Lord?  Are you tired of your Christian walk being one step forward and two steps back?  Keep reading. 

Chapter 2.

Who Can Have It

There are three requirements to being able to receive the Baptism of the Holy Ghost.  They are simple. One, you have to be saved. Number two is that you can’t deny the Spirit of God.  The third is that you have to be obedient. Coming up in this chapter we’ll talk about what all that means.  The first one is that you have to be saved.  You have to possess salvation.  Lots of people profess salvation, but don’t really possess it.  They have what is described in II Timothy 3:5 as being, “…a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof….”  My way of describing that is by saying that they talk salvation, but they don’t walk it.  We have to be real with God.  If we say that we are saved, but there is no change in our actions or attitudes, then we don’t possess salvation, we are just saying that we do.  There are so many people that have cheapened the salvation experience.  They take the attitude that it doesn’t matter whether or not they obey God’s Word they are still saved.  This thing takes commitment.  It takes Holy living. 

What does it mean to be saved?  I have included here a chapter from my book, Know What You Believe.  


What does it mean to be saved?  When you get saved, you ask Jesus into your heart.  He really comes in.  He makes a change when He comes in.  You know that He is real because He is in your heart.  What other religion can say that the main person their religion was based on came back from the dead, still lives, and can come into your heart today?  If you have asked Jesus to come into your heart, if you have been saved, then you know that this is true. It really does happen.  I know Jesus is alive because He is inside of me.  I know him personally.  I walk with Him every day.  I am not worshipping a memory of some dead guy.  I am serving a living, loving Savior who died because He loves me, who came back from the dead, and now lives inside of me.  He helps me to do what I am supposed to do because He is in my heart.  That is certainly proof enough for me.  I know that Jesus rose from the dead.  He is my best friend today.  I know Him.  He is not just a figment of my imagination.  I have seen evidence of His presence in my life for over 30 years. 

We’ve already talked about how we can get to know God through the Bible, God’s Word.  We can also get to know God through being around other people that know Him and through listening to them talk about Him.  The most important way to get to know Him is to get to know Him personally.  We already talked about God as being the author of the Bible.  I’ll give you an example.  Let’s say you read a book by a famous author.  The book was an autobiography, a book that the author wrote about his own life.  You would know a little about him, whatever you could learn about what kind of person he was by reading that one book.  Then let’s suppose you talked to several people who knew this author.  Maybe some of them knew him really well.  Some of them might just say that they knew him well, but they really didn’t, they just acted like they did.  You would start to know this author even more through them, but you wouldn’t really know what he was like until you met him yourself. Then let’s say you finally got to meet him for yourself.  At first you might just casually meet him.  Then maybe as time went on you spent more time with him.  As time went on maybe you got to be close friends.  Then you really could say that you knew that author for yourself.  Getting to know God and Jesus is a lot like that.  At first we read about them in the Bible.  Then we hear about them from other people.  It might be preachers, or Sunday school teachers.  Or it might have been at school at New Life.  Then God begins to deal with your heart.  Then you open up your heart and let Him into your heart, mind, and soul.  As time goes on you get to know Him more.  You grow closer to Him.  A relationship is not made over night.  A close relationship with someone doesn’t happen in an instant.  Good friendships, good relationships, take time to build.  You may not know those friends that you have only just met.  (Just a note here, before you become close friends with someone, take time to get to know them.)  When you build a relationship with God it is the same way; the longer you know Him, the better you get to know Him.  His is a friendship that you can trust never to let you down.  


God says in His Word that if we seek Him we will find Him, that is if we seek Him with all of our heart. David told his son, Solomon, in I Chronicles 28:9, “And thou, Solomon, my son, know thou the God of thy father, and serve him with a perfect heart, and with a willing mind; for the Lord searcheth all hearts, and understandeth all the imaginations of the thoughts: if thou seek him he will be found of thee; but if thou forsake him, he will cast thee off for ever.” In this verse David is teaching his son, Solomon, how to find a relationship with God.  David told his son that if he would seek God with all of his heart, then God would find him.  Proverbs 8:17 tells us something that God says, “I love them that love me; and those that seek me early shall find me.”  If you seek God He will find you.  Isaiah 55:6 says, “Seek ye the Lord while he may be found; call ye upon him while he is near.”  If God starts dealing with your heart to give your heart and your life to Him, answer Him while He is dealing with you.  Jeremiah 29:13 tells us that we are to seek Him with all our heart.  We need to seek for Him with a made up mind that we want to serve Him.  When we seek Him, the Bible promises that we will find Him.  


When God deals with your heart, you will know.  He will convict you.  He will lead you to repentance.  I was talking with someone who told me they didn’t like to go this certain church because every time they went there, their chest hurt and they felt like they wanted to cry.  The devil was trying to convince them that something was wrong with that church.  What was happening is that God’s Spirit was convicting that person.  They just needed to go to the altar and repent of their sins and ask Jesus into their heart. It is a wonderful thing when this happens.  When God deals with our hearts, it is important never to turn Him away.  Respect this. Act on it. Repent and get saved. When we repent that means that we feel sorry for what we have done wrong.  We admit it all.  We ask God to forgive us.  We do this when we get saved.  We have to do this after we get saved too.  We do this every time we sin.  Jeremiah 31:19 says, “Surely after that I was turned.  I repented: and after that I was instructed I smote upon my thigh; I was ashamed yea, even confounded, because I did bear the reproach of my youth.”  Repenting means to be that sorry.  Then when we do, we are ashamed for having done wrong.  That is repentance.  Then God forgives us and starts us over.  He makes us new.  It is a wonderful thing to be forgiven. We become new in Christ.  Old things pass away and He makes us new.  We don’t have to feel bad any longer for the wrong that we’ve done.  Jesus shed His blood so that we could be forgiven.  He died and took the punishment for our sins so that we could be forgiven.  We don’t have to carry the load of our sin any longer.  Not only does God forgive us, but we can also forgive ourselves.  If we aren’t willing to see that we are doing wrong and admit that we are doing wrong, we will never know God and we won’t know His forgiveness. 


There are a lot of churches today that teach that you shouldn’t feel sorry for what you do, that God won’t make you feel uncomfortable by convicting you for what you are doing wrong.  We live in a world of spoilt children that never grew up.  When I was growing up, my mother made sure that she taught us right from wrong.  Today’s parents are too busy with their own lives and world to discipline their children.  We were an important part of Mom’s world.  You might say that she focused on her children.  She knew that there was a wrong and there was a right, and she knew that if she didn’t teach the difference to us she would grieve when we grew up making wrong choices that tore our lives, our hearts and minds, into. Believe you me it was a constant battle with me.  I was the hardheaded one who wanted my own way.  I couldn’t see why I couldn’t get by with doing what I wanted to get by with.  After all it was my life, why couldn’t I make the choices as to what I wanted to do?  In my mind she was just hampering my creativity.   Buddy, she used some unconventional methods to change the direction of how I thought and acted.  But I grew up knowing right from wrong.  I had instilled in me the habit of doing what was right, and the habit of doing my best.  I did get off in the wrong path for a short time in my life, but what my Mother instilled in me never left me.  It was ground in to the core of my being.  It held me.  If I would not have come back to the right, I would be dead today.  I can say that without a doubt.  I see parents today who let their kids by with anything.  They are too busy to stand toe to toe with them, too afraid of hampering their creativity to discipline them in a way that changes their direction and grind what is right into the fiber of their being.  Parents come to me and say, “I need your help.  I need you to talk to my child.  They are heading in a wrong direction and I can’t get them to listen to me.  I can’t get them to turn around. Please help me.”  They have seen too late that their child raising methods didn’t work. They are beginning to weep and there will be more tears later.  I do what I can and sometimes through the grace and help of God kids turn around.  But sometimes it is just too late.  If you can’t get hold of your own kids then who can? 

OK enough meddling.  Hey, calm down and hold on.  There really is a purpose in this discussion that has to do with the topic that we were on.  We were discussing how some churches teach that God is a loving God, that He doesn’t convict us of our sins.  They say that God doesn’t want to make us uncomfortable for the wrong that we do.  They say that no matter what we do, it is fine, because God won’t hamper our creativity.  Sound familiar.  God is not like human parents.  He will not have any regrets that come from watching us destroy our lives with sin because He has failed to show us the right way, or because He has failed to instill in us what is right.  He will have no regrets because we didn’t know that we were on the path to destruction by what we were doing and He stepped aside and didn’t let us know.  Conviction is precious.  Because God makes us uncomfortable, we will avoid traps in our life that will destroy us.  Yes, there is a definite right and a definite wrong.  If we do wrong continually we will be destroyed.  Ask the young mothers whose lives are tilted because of sin.  Ask the alcoholics that started drinking in their teens, who are watching their own children be destroyed with alcohol.  We could go on and on but won’t.  Thank God that He convicts us of our sin and shows us when we do wrong. Then He forgives us, starts us over, and puts His Spirit in our heart to help us to do right.

Getting saved, asking Jesus to forgive you and asking Him to come into your heart is the first step to take in getting to know God. When we ask Jesus to come into our heart, He does through His Spirit.  He comes into your heart and takes up residence there.  How can He do that?  Our hearts are made like a container to hold the Spirit of God.  That is why we feel so empty if we don’t have Him in our hearts.  Jesus explained to someone who asked Him what it meant to be saved, and He explained it this way.  The wind blows everywhere.  If you open your window, and I open my window all the way across town, the wind can blow into both windows at the same time. God’s Spirit is like the wind.  If we open our heart, he can move into our hearts and live, all of us at the same time.  God will come into your heart if you ask Him to.  When that happens, you will know that He has come in, because there will be a change in how you feel and how you think.  He will help you to change how you live.  There will definitely be a difference in you.  Getting saved means that you repent of your sin, and you ask Jesus to come into your heart and He does. Well, if it is that easy, how come there are people who say that they have been saved, but they are not living like they have been? If it is that easy, how come you know people who at one time were in church serving God, but now they aren’t?  Salvation is a gift.  What we do with that gift once we receive it is up to us.  We can allow it to change us, or we can go our way and reject Him from working in our heart and lives. That choice from that point on is ours.

What are we saved from when we are saved?  We are saved from spending eternity in hell.  But there is a lot more.  We are saved from a lot of things.  One thing that we are saved from is loneliness.  Loneliness drives a lot of young people into doing stupid things just to have friends.  Have you ever been there?  Loneliness drives us into doing anything just so we can fit into a crowd.  Who cares what the crowd is doing, just as long as we fit in.  When I first got saved, one of the things that I noticed right away was that my loneliness was gone.  God is the best friend you can ever have.  He is always there.  He knows you better than anyone else can, and loves you like you are.  He sees all your weaknesses and still loves you.  The Bible says that we are precious to Him.  We are loved.  Jeremiah 31:3 says, “The Lord hath appeared of old unto me, saying, Yea I have loved thee with an everlasting love; therefore with lovingkindness have I drawn thee.”  God loves you with an everlasting love.  He will never let you down.  God’s love is the reason why we can be saved in the first place.  We can be saved because God sent His son to die for our sins.  John 3:16 tells us, “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”  We had to be forgiven to be saved.  Part of what we are saved from is our sin, our wrong, our messes that we make in our lives when we don’t do right.  We know what a good feeling it is to be forgiven.  Some times we still do wrong even after we give our heart to the Lord.  The Bible says that He grieves over our wrongdoing.  God convict us, and when we repent and turn from that sin He forgives us. But He doesn’t leave us there.  When we read the Bible He strengthens us, His Spirit living in us helps us.  Step by step, through that process, we overcome what causes us to sin.

Before we get saved, God starts dealing with our heart.  What does that mean?  He starts showing us that He is real.  He starts showing us that we are doing wrong.  The Bible says that we are all so bad that we really can’t naturally by ourselves do anything good.  Just naturally, on our own, if God doesn’t show us what is right and what is wrong, then we can’t know it on our own.  It isn’t in our nature to know the difference. It is our nature to want it our way.  It is our nature to make excuses for the wrong we do so that we can keep on doing it.  Doing things our way won’t give us a peaceful victorious live on earth, and it certainly won’t lead us to heaven.  God shows us what is wrong when He convicts us.  Then He starts leading us to give our heart and our life to Him.  We start to feel his love.  Somebody will say something about Him, and we start to feel lonely for Him.  We start to want to have His help in our lives.  Then we might be at church or talking to one of His children, or just lying by ourselves in bed at night and it happens.  We start to feel God’s presence.  We feel His love just like He is there wrapping His arms around us.  Nobody has to tell us He is real because we feel Him there with us.  We may start to cry. Our heart hurts because of the wrong that we have done.  He is dealing with our heart. We know that He is asking us to make a decision to give our heart and life to Him.  We do.  We say yes.  We pray, “God I give you my heart and life.  I ask You to come into my heart.  I confess my sin and repent.  I am sorry for all I have done wrong. I give my life and my heart to You. Please come into my heart.”  Our heart breaks because we can feel his love and we are sorry that we ever hurt Him by doing wrong.  Then we ask Him to forgive us.  Maybe we remember John 3:16, “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten son, that whosoever believeth in him, should not perish, but have everlasting life.”  We know He will forgive us if we ask, and we ask.  Then we feel a load lift up off us.  We know somehow that we have been washed clean from the inside out.  We feel His love in a mighty way and we know that we are forgiven.  We ask Him to come into our heart, and we know that He does.  We feel different.  New and changed.  We become God’s own children.  We are special.  We fit into a crowd that is the best crowd that anyone could ever belong to, God’s family.  It doesn’t matter after that what anyone thinks about us or says about us.  It doesn’t change how we feel about ourselves.  We are loved.  No we aren’t perfect.  No matter.  That doesn’t change His love.  God’s love will love us like we are, but it is a love that will change us.  There is a little song that says, “He’s still working on me.  To make me what I ought to be”.  That is how we are.  We are a work in progress.  We can be proud of who we are, even if we know we aren’t perfect, because we know that God is working on the things that aren’t perfect. Most of all we have peace with Him, because we know that we have been saved. 


God also saves us from ourselves.  I was a mess when I came to God.  I had been saved when I was in the 6th grade.  But when I was in college I left behind everything I had learned about God and headed out to find out what the big, bad world was all about.  It didn’t take long for me to wreck my life.  I was an alcoholic by the time that I was in my 20’s.  I was a reject from the 60’s.  I had tried every kind of drugs there were to try.  I had done all the sinning there was to do until I was a total wreck.  Like I said earlier, I had been saved when I was in the 6th grade.  I knew right from wrong.  My parents had taught me.  I read the Bible when I was young.  I went to church.  Then one day I decided I was tired of being good.  I wanted to know what it was like to be bad.  I found out.  It only took me a few years to wreck my life to the place that I couldn’t fix it. I didn’t care because I had messed up for so long that I thought there was no hope for me.  I am thankful that God kept me safe and kept me alive because I know that without a doubt if I had died in those days, I would have gone to hell.   Then God opened up my eyes so that I could see again.  He started dealing with me about coming back home to His love where I belonged.  When He saved me, He saved me from myself.  You might be like I was.  If you have left God and you have paid a price because of that, then don’t give up hope.  God still loves you.  He will take you back home.  One of my favorite stories is the Prodigal son.  It is a story Jesus told to teach about God’s love.  A son left home with his inheritance.  Partied it all away.  Had a big time.  Then reality hit.  He found that when his money was gone, so were all his friends.  He found himself working in a pigpen, feeding the pigs, so hungry that he ate the pig’s food.  He decided to go back home.  He was afraid his father wouldn’t welcome him home.  As he went toward home, he saw his father, standing on a hill looking for him, where he had been every day since he left.  Your heavenly father wants you to come home.  When you come, you’ll find His love for you just like it was before you left.  Come home to His love.  That is what I did, and I have never regretted it.  God helped me to get my life together.  He gave me hope, and saved me from myself.  

Some people tell me that they know they are saved because they go to church.  The Bible tells us there is only one way to heaven and that is by having a real relationship with God. It is important to go to church.  The Bible tells us to do that.  It strengthens us.  It puts us in the middle of the right crowd, and we need that.  But church can’t save us.  We have to be forgiven, ask Jesus to come into our heart, and serve Him with our whole heart to be saved.  Jesus says in John 14:6, “Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father but by me.”  Then in verse 15 He says, “If ye love me, keep my commandments.”  How many people do you know that go to church on Sunday, and go out during the week and act like the devil, cussing, drinking, smoking, partying, and doing whatever.  Then they go back to church on Sunday.  Do they really know Jesus?  Do they really love Him?  Are they keeping His commandments?  Are they really saved?  Going to church can’t save you.  It can help keep you, but it can’t save you. 

Some people say that they have been saved because they have been baptized.  You can’t be saved just by getting baptized. These are two totally different things.  If you could be saved just by getting baptized then you wouldn’t need to ask Jesus into your heart, and He wouldn’t have had to die on the cross for your sins.  Salvation is more than being baptized.  You get baptized to show that you have been saved, not because baptism saves you.  There is an old saying, if a sinner goes down into the water and doesn’t get saved first, he will come up a wet sinner.  Water doesn’t wash away your sins.  The blood of Jesus washes away your sins.  When Jesus shed His blood on Calvary, He did that so that He could cover your sins, so that you could be forgiven.  He did that for everyone, but not everyone accepts the gift that He gave.  If you don’t accept that, and ask Jesus to come into your heart, then water won’t make a bit of difference. Water can’t wash away your sins.  What can wash away your sins?  Nothing but the blood of Jesus.


Some people say I’m saved because I don’t drink or party.  I’m a good person.  The Bible tells us that accepting Jesus is the only way to be saved.  We can’t earn our way to heaven.  No matter how hard we try, we can’t be good enough.  The Bible tells us that our best is just filthy rags in the sight of a holy and perfect God.  We can’t be perfect and holy.  We are saved when we repent and ask His forgiveness. When we ask Him in our heart, then we start to take on His holy nature.  That is the only way that we can ever be good enough to get to go to heaven.  


The saddest thing that I’ve heard people say is “I am too young to make that choice. I don’t want to decide that right now.  There are other things that I want to do.  I will put off being saved so that I can do those things.”  Then something happens and they die and go to hell because they put off the most important decision that they could ever make.  


Then there are the people who get saved.  They do all the right things to get saved, they are convicted, they repent, they ask Jesus into their heart, then they go out and keep doing the same things that they were doing before they were saved.  They don’t find a relationship with God that is real.  They don’t love Him.  He isn’t their best friend.  They are too in love with the world and the crowd to love God enough to give them up.  They act one way with the crowd and another with God, but God sees them in both worlds.  This world is hard to live in.  There is an enemy, the devil, who wants to destroy you and keep you from serving God.  There will be people around you who don’t know God, who will try to pull you down.  Being saved is something we have to live every single day of our lives if we want to stay strong to overcome all this.  It isn’t like a new suit of clothes that we can put on when we want to, and take it off when we don’t want to wear them.  It is a change that takes place in our lives for real.  It is a heart’s commitment to serve someone Who we love with all our hearts.  We have to care enough that we want to do what is right because we know that pleases Him.  You won’t be perfect.  You will mess up.  But the Bible tells us that we have an advocate with God, like a lawyer pleading our case.  His name is Jesus.  Jesus died to forgive us so you can be sure that He will forgive you. If you repent and you ask His forgiveness, He will forgive you.  But some people take this way too far.  I had one girl tell me, “I can drink, I can smoke, I can do whatever I want to, because I have been saved.  Jesus will forgive me” Something is wrong with this kind of thinking.  When I think back to my years when I left God, I did just that.  I left Him.  It is like I moved away from God’s love.  I moved out of His grace.  I no longer obeyed Him, and I didn’t care that I didn’t.  I stopped letting Him convict me.  I stopped asking Him to forgive me.  I was not forgiven.  If I had died then, I would have died in my sin.  I know without a shadow of doubt that I would have gone to hell.  We have to make up our mind who we want to serve.  We can’t act like the world and say we are God’s children.  It doesn’t work that way.  Revelations 3:15-16 tells us how Jesus feels about people who are neither cold or hot, but they keep things in the middle of the road, trying to have it both ways.  He says, “I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot.  So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth.”  


You can be saved.  You can know that you are saved.  Some young people tell me that they don’t know if they are saved or not.  Make up your mind.  Commit your heart to the Lord.  God will meet you more than halfway.  If when you read this chapter you feel Him dealing with your heart, don’t turn Him away.  If you feel Him talking to you, if you feel His conviction, don’t shove it away or ignore it.  It is precious.  If you haven’t been saved, don’t ignore that feeling that He is knocking on your heart’s door.  Open wide your heart. Let Him in.  If you have been saved, and you feel His conviction, that feeling that lets you know that you are not where you should be in your relationship with Him, that you are doing things or having attitudes that aren’t according to the best that you can be in Him, don’t run from Him.  Repent.  Ask for His forgiveness.  Ask Him to help you change through the power of His Spirit that is in your heart.  He loves you so much and you need that love more than you’ll ever know.  Run to Him.  I know that He will be there.  When you experience salvation, you will know more than ever before what you believe. When you do that, then you will know that you have been saved.  When you do that though, the devil will be there to try to talk you out of your salvation. He will lie to you to try to make you think that you really didn’t change, nothing really happened.  Well, according to God’s Word you did what was required, if what you did was heart felt.  Then according to the book, you are saved.  You then accept God’s Word in faith.  You then know that you were saved.  Yes, you will feel different.  But it is based on more than a feeling.  It is based on the truth of God’s Word.


You can know that you are saved and that you are going to heaven.  Asking God to forgive your sins and asking Jesus to come into your heart is how you have that life changing experience of being born again.  In II Corinthians 5:17 we read, “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold all things are become new.”  When this happens, you can know that you are saved. You don’t have to think so.  You don’t have to hope so.  You can know so.  God wants His children to know Him in the free pardon of sin.  He doesn’t want us to guess we are saved.  He doesn’t want us to doubt it.  He doesn’t want us to fear that we are not saved.  In II Peter 1:10 we read, “Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure; for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall.”  God loves us so much that He tells us all through His Word how to live for Him, how to believe in Him, hot to work for Him by loving and ministering to other, how to know Him, and how we can be sure that we are saved, and that we are one day going to heaven.
You can be saved.  You can know that you are saved.  Some young people tell me that they don’t know if they are saved or not.  Make up your mind.  Commit your heart to the Lord.  God will meet you more than halfway.  If when you read this chapter you feel Him dealing with your heart, don’t turn Him away.  If you feel Him talking to you, if you feel His conviction, don’t shove it away or ignore it.  It is precious.  If you haven’t been saved, don’t ignore that feeling that He is knocking on your heart’s door.  Open wide your heart. Let Him in.  If you have been saved, and you feel His conviction, that feeling that lets you know that you are not where you should be in your relationship with Him, that you are doing things or having attitudes that aren’t according to the best that you can be in Him, don’t run from Him.  Repent.  Ask for His forgiveness.  Ask Him to help you change through the power of His Spirit that is in your heart.  He loves you so much and you need that love more than you’ll ever know.  Run to Him.  I know that He will be there.  When you do that, then you will know that you have been saved.  When you do that though, the devil will be there to try to talk you out of your salvation. He will lie to you to try to make you think that you really didn’t change, nothing really happened.  Well, according to God’s Word you did what was required, if what you did was heart felt.  Then according to the book, you are saved.  You then accept God’s Word in faith.  You then know that you were saved.  Yes, you will feel different.  But it is based on more than a feeling.  It is based on the truth of God’s Word.

Before we got into this long quote from my last book, we were talking about the three things that are required to receive the Baptism of the Holy Ghost.  Of course, the first one is salvation.  The second one is that you can’t denounce the Spirit of God.  That is called blaspheming the Spirit.  The Bible warns against this as being the sin that you can’t ever be forgiven of.  How do we do that?  We can do that when we refuse to let God’s Spirit deal with our hearts.  We do that when we refuse to let His Spirit convict us of our sin, when we refuse to let His Spirit lead us to Him.  We can also do that when we shut out the knowledge of the Baptism of the Holy Ghost.  Let me explain.  There is a preacher in our town. He knows about the Baptism of the Holy Ghost.  He knows that it can give him the power that he needs to overcome.  He has some major battles with things in his life that used to bind him before he got saved.  It is evident that he is losing the battle with these things.  Instead of receiving the Baptism of the Holy Ghost, he talks against it.  Why he won’t receive what he knows, and be delivered from these things, we aren’t sure.  He would rather have this battle with his sin than he would to accept deliverance.  He is refusing to let the Spirit of God work in His life.  That can only lead to a disaster.  Sad to say, if he would receive the Baptism, and let the Spirit of God fill him up with the power that goes with that, he could overcome all this and be a dynamic preacher.  Instead, he is falling headlong into becoming something that will cause a lot of grief in the family of God.   We can’t shut ourselves away from the knowledge of the Baptism of the Holy Ghost, and receive it.  Nor can we hear about it and refuse to accept it, and then be able to receive it.  The Bible warns against ever shutting away the Spirit of God from our lives.  It is the Spirit of God who draws us to God.  It is the Spirit of God who convicts us of our sin. It is the Spirit of God who quickens us and gives us the power to overcome.  It is also the Spirit of God who will catch us away to be with Him in the rapture, and the Spirit of God who will catch us away to be with Him when we die.  Why in the world would we want to stop Him from working in our lives?  Isn’t that dangerous?

The third requirement is that we be obedient.  We read in Acts 5:32, “And we are His witnesses of these things; and so is also the Holy Ghost, whom God hath given to them that obey Him.”  To be able to have the Holy Ghost we must obey God.  God’s Spirit will not come into our life if we are not obedient.  We know from this that if there is no real commitment in our life, if we are still playing church-acting, saved on Sunday but living like the devil on Monday, then we cannot expect to receive the Baptism of the Holy Ghost.  Now if we have come to the place where we are really, really, really tired of our sin, and willing to do whatever we can do to overcome it, then we can receive the Baptism of the Holy Ghost.  If we have repented of our sin, and we want the power to overcome it, then the Baptism is the key to help us overcome. We can surely receive it. So now we know how much we need the Baptism of the Holy Ghost, what is required for us to receive the Baptism of the Holy Ghost.  How do we receive it?

Chapter 3.

How Do We Receive?

The best way that I can begin a chapter about how we can get the Baptism of the Holy Ghost is by telling you about what happened to me.  I talked a little about this in an earlier chapter.  Remember, I told about that little church that opened up in the place I grew up in.  God led me to go to that church.  I obeyed Him. I went to church there and I heard about the Baptism.  I received that teaching.  I didn’t discard it. I didn’t file it in my file 13.  I didn’t trash it.  I received that teaching.  I hungered for what I was taught. And then I accepted it.  God did the rest. You can see how my receiving the Baptism was based on my obeying God, and on my accepting the knowledge that God gave me.  I was hungry, and God filled me. I sought this.  The Bible says seek and ye shall find.  It happened just that way.  

At one of the church services, God led me to go up front and ask them to pray for me to receive the Baptism.  I did.  That is scriptural.  We read in Acts 8:15 and 17, “Who, when they were come down, prayed for them, that they might receive the Holy Ghost.  Then laid they their hands on them, and they received the Holy Ghost.”  I didn’t receive it right then.  I am not sure why I didn’t.  It may be because there were some more things that I needed to understand.  Or it may have been that I was a shy person.  When everyone gathered around and started praying for me, that was more attention than I was used to.  For whatever reason, I didn’t get it right then. Lot’s of people do.  That was the beginning of my receiving it.  I guess you could say that my experience came in two parts.  Later on that same week I was riding around praying for someone that I had a real burden for.  I was grieved in my spirit for this person and what they were facing.  All of the sudden I started speaking in tongues.  That is when I knew that I had received the Baptism.  Acts 2:4 says, “And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance.” The two go together. The Bible says that an evidence of receiving the Baptism is speaking in tongues. Some people have trouble understanding about this, but does that mean that it isn’t real? In I Corinthians chapters 12, 13, and 14, we read about whole chapters that talk about speaking in tongues. We’ll talk more in a later chapter what speaking in tongues is all about.  When I started speaking in tongues, I knew that I had received the Baptism.  

Now I grew up in a home that didn’t believe in the Baptism of the Holy Ghost.  It wasn’t that we talked against it.  It was just that we had never heard of it.  This thing was all new to me, except for what little bit I had learned at the church I told you about.  I didn’t realize that speaking in tongues was subject to the person who was speaking.  It is the Holy Ghost speaking through you in His language, but still you will be the one who will stop and start it.  The Holy Ghost doesn’t speak through you until you open that channel.  I thought that I had to do this the whole time.  The Holy Ghost poured through me.  For a whole day I spoke in tongues.  I guess I needed that extra power in a bad way.  My life was changed on that day.  As the old saying goes, I knocked the devil off my front porch and he landed way out in the yard.  On the humorous side, I was afraid that if my family heard me they would think I was crazy so I stayed outside all day.  I was afraid that I couldn’t make it stop.  At least I had enough sense to not want it to. Speaking in tongues is evidence that you have received the Baptism of the Holy Ghost.  

How can you receive the Baptism?  The same way I did.  Believe in it. Get hungry for it.  Open up your heart to receive it.  Make sure that you are obedient.  Go to a church that believes this way.  (As a note: If you go to a church that doesn’t believe in the Baptism, then don’t expect them to be able to pray for you to receive it.)  Ask the Lord to fill you.  Let them pray for you.  Believe that you will receive.  And accept it.  It is a gift.  The Bible refers to the things of the Spirit as the gifts of the Spirit. We don’t have to be perfect or super spiritual to receive it.  I think that one of the things that often hinders people from receiving the Baptism and the gift of speaking in tongues is that people get afraid that they can’t get it.  That isn’t faith.  All the things of God are given to those that believe.  I have talked to people who have prayed and prayed and nothing happened.  The minute that they go up for prayer, they become afraid that nothing is going to happen. The more they try, the more this fear grows.  That fear is what is hindering them. The devil is pulling a trick on them by using fear. He’ll also use condemnation to stop you.  Every time you pray for the Baptism, your thoughts may fill up with remembering all that you have done, all your sin, and all your past.  If you have repented of these things, and you have asked God’s forgiveness, then those things are behind you. They are under the blood.  It is your enemy, the devil, who is reminding you of all this, the one who is condemning you.  The Bible says that when we have repented, the blood covers our sin, and we don’t have to be condemned any longer. Romans 8:1 says, “There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.”  If you are walking in Christ, not giving into the things your flesh wants you to do that is sin, but if you are giving into the Spirit then there is no more condemnation.  You can tell the devil to go away and leave you alone.  If all that is happening to you, the best thing to do is to say, “I accept this gift that God has given me.  I am meeting the requirements.  I accept this thing by faith. I believe that God is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.” 

 I believe that one way to overcome all this fear is by reading over this section of scripture that we talked about earlier until you get it in your heart and mind.  Luke 11:9-13 says, “And I say unto you, Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you. For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened.  If a son shall ask bread of any of you that is a father, will he give him a stone: or if he ask a fish, will he for a fish give him a serpent?  Or if he shall ask an egg, will he offer him a scorpion?  If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children: how much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask Him?”  God knows how to get through all this bondage and give you the Spirit.  You are seeking Him.  It is His job to find you and honor His Word. Believe that He will.  It isn’t so much dependant on who you are and what you do, but it is His job to give you this gift.  It is just your job to receive it.

I believe too that another reason why people who seek the Baptism of the Holy Ghost don’t receive it is because they try too hard.  If you are someone who finds it hard to give up control, then it will be hard for you to submit to God’s Spirit and yield so that you can receive the Baptism.  One of the reasons why God gives us this gift is because of the battle that we have with our flesh.  The only way that we can overcome our flesh is to yield totally to God’s Spirit.  That is how we receive the Baptism.  The word Baptism itself means to be totally and completely submersed.  When we hold onto a little bit of our self control, a little bit of our will, a little bit of our dignity so to speak, then we block God’s Spirit from being able to totally fill us.  When we trust God totally and we release ourselves in His love to receive, then we can be filled with Him.  We will never find complete victory in our life over our flesh until we do that.  The key to submission is realizing how much you need this.  When you get good and tired of your flesh and the mess that it makes for your life, then you will be more willing to yield to God.

We need to realize that on our own, doing our own thing, not submitting to God’s Spirit is why the church today lacks victory.  It is why we lack victory in our personal lives.  Until we submit to God’s Spirit, we will not be able to do God’s will, serve God, and reach out to His people to minister to them.  We will not be able to obey God’s Word.  On our own without submitting and yielding to His Spirit we can’t keep ourselves from sinning, no matter how bad we want to do so.  Yield your flesh and let God’s Spirit fill you up.

I know people who have sought the Baptism of the Holy Ghost for years.  They have been in scores of prayer lines.  They have read every book that they could get their hands on.  They have tried so hard to receive it.  Then they would just finally give up.  That was exactly what they needed to do.  They needed to quit trying.  They needed to get into neutral gear.  When they did, when they gave up trying so hard, God was able to do His work in their lives.  

Sometimes people who have had a struggle with receiving the Baptism of the Holy Ghost have problems yielding to anyone.  This may be because they have been so hurt by people that they have trouble yielding to God.  God is love.  If we have trouble yielding to other people’s love because of scars that we have from being abused or hurt, then we won’t be able to yield to God’s love.  If this happens to you, then ask God to heal you.  He can heal the scars and wounds in our hearts just as He can heal the bumps, bruises, and diseases of your body.  Ask Him to help you yield to Him.  Ask Him to help you to receive His love. Seek His love.  Yield to that love, and the Baptism of the Holy Ghost will come on its own.  

Stop trying to receive it.  Have you ever chased somebody down that wanted to give you a gift, and beat them up to take it away from them just when they were reaching out with it to give it to you.  I guess not.  Sometimes that is how we do God.  This wonderful gift is one that He is holding out to you through His Word and His Spirit.  When you receive a gift it is an act of yielding.  When you give a gift that is something that you do.  When you receive a gift, you just let it be placed in your lap.  Yield to God.  Submit to His love.  Receive this gift that He has for you.  

Chapter 4.

The Benefits of Receiving the Baptism of the Holy Ghost

One of the best ways to start a chapter about the benefits of the Holy Ghost is to turn to Acts to the story of the early church.  In Acts 1:5-8 Jesus gave His last recorded sermon.  In verse 5 we read, “For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence.”  In verse 8 we read, “But ye shall receive power after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you; and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.”  It happened just like He said, all of it down to the letter.  We read later on in Acts chapter 1 that all the disciples, about 120 of them, were gathered together in the upper room in one mind and accord.  And there came a sound from heaven as of the rushing mighty wind, and it filled the house.  Chapter 2:4 says, “And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.”  Now there is a little more here than most nominal churches teach, nominal being churches that don’t teach about the Baptism of the Holy Ghost.  They were filled, and they began to speak in other tongues.  We will read more in a chapter coming up next about what a power station speaking in tongues is.  It is real.  It is the assurance that you have received the Baptism of the Holy Ghost.  

Now a lot of people read this and they say, “Well, that was just for the early church.”  Now why do you suppose that God would do such a thing as that?  Why would He give such a powerful gift to part of His people, and deprive us of it?  Especially since we are the ones that need it the most being that we are the last days generation.  Does that really make sense to you?  I have another reason why we know that it wasn’t just for them that day in Acts. Read in the scripture, it happened over and over.  I have another one, and that reason is the most important reason to me.  You see, it happened to me.  So I am not prone to hear those people who say, it can’t happen today, because I know that is a lie that the devil came up with to keep people from experiencing it themselves.

Let’s get back to those disciples who were gathered that day. What happened as a result of their receiving the Baptism of the Holy Ghost?  Just like Jesus said they received power, and they had boldness to obey God.  I think that they really needed that.  Look at what they were going through in the early church.  Not so many years later the great Roman persecution of Christians began.  I remember reading stories about what the Romans did to the Christians.  Not only did they watch and cheer while the wild animals tore them to bits in the arena, they tied them to stakes and burnt them alive using them as lights to light the arena.  God knew that they needed boldness.  He also knows that we need it today. We know that that the world is only getting worse, and will get worse still.  The end time prophecies of the Bible speak a little about what we will face.  The scripture bears out that we will face persecution ourselves, and we see this beginning.  We want to believe that all this will only come after the church has been raptured, but it doesn’t look like this is what is happening.  Either way, the Lord is soon coming. How much of the tribulation we will have to go through has been debated.  The answer to that isn’t as important as the answer to the question, “Are you ready now, and will you be ready to go when He comes?”  We are in what has been called the great falling away.  Every day I talk to people who once served God, but for some reason or another are no longer doing so.  Will you be able to stand, or will you give way and take part in what the world is doing?  Will you be able to stand or will you compromise?  Will you be able to stand?  Do you have the power that you need to make it until Jesus comes again?  The disciples, and those added to the church that day when the Holy Ghost fell at Pentecost received the power they needed.  Will you do the same?  Or will you argue that it isn’t for you?

Peter preached to them in Acts 2:38, “…Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.  For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call.”  Was Peter just preaching about receiving the Holy Ghost when we are saved, or was he talking about the whole package?  This was his sermon that he preached when the Holy Ghost fell.  He was describing what had happened.  Jesus had told them this would happen when they were baptized with the Holy Ghost.  They had been speaking in tongues.  Was that how salvation happens? This wasn’t talking about salvation. To all of you that have been taught that the Baptism of the Holy Ghost and speaking in tongues was just for those people, I want to remind you of Peter’s words, “The promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call.” Doesn’t that include you?

How did that change their lives that day?  Acts 2:41 says, “Then they that gladly received his word were baptized and the same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls.”  Wow, what a service!  What a revival!  That was surely powerful.  They went on from there in spite of persecution, and all they faced to spread Christianity around their world.  They received boldness to stand that day.  And stand they did.  The Baptism of the Holy Ghost gave them the power and the boldness to do so.

Do you think that the disciples would have been so powerful in their influence in the early days of the church if they had compromised to the world and become defeated by sin?  How do you think some of the early Christians would react if they were resurrected from the dead, and they walked into an average church service today?  The first thing they would see would be the compromise with sin that has filled today’s churches. They would hear the preachers preaching that it is fine to sin, teaching their congregations how to justify themselves. They would see the weak Christians that we have become because of our compromise.  They would then see that we no longer praise the Lord.  That was one thing that they did and were found doing on the day of Pentecost.  What about that part where it says they were “all with one accord”.  We can’t even get a single congregation together in one accord, let alone gather all denominations together.  In verse 41 we read, “Then they that gladly received his (Peter’s) word were baptized.”  How many times do we see people in most congregations gladly receiving God’s Word?  In Acts 2:44-46 we read, “And all that believed were together, and had all things in common; And sold their possessions and goods, and parted them to all men, as every man had need.”  Verse 46 ends with, “…with gladness and singleness of heart…”  Look how far we have come.  Today, we can’t even get people to church because they are too busy with the things of this world, and the everyday things of their lives.  We can’t even give up our lives enough to get to church on a mid week service, and barely can we get there on Sundays.  Forget Sunday night services.  I can remember one church we were in that had something 6 nights a week.  There was something going on for everybody.  Boy, those days are over.  We have come a long way from that first Pentecost, and I’m not too sure that it has been in the right direction. If we were to let the Holy Ghost come into our services, if we were to get the boldness and power that brings, how would that change our lives and the lives of those around us, the lives of those we love?  Isn’t it time to find out? 

If that early church had been full of sin, would they have been able to start this thing, and spread it around the world?  If they had given in to the whims of their flesh, would they have stood the tests and overcome?  If they had been selfish and full of their own wants, would they have pushed their lives aside to make this their full priority?  Would we have churches today, if they had failed to do so? God knew this was important, that is why He gave them the tool to help them overcome their flesh.  Is it less important that we today do the same?  We may not be starting the church like these early Christians, but we are standing in one of the most important places in time Christians have ever stood in. We are the last day church.  We will in our life time see the coming again of Jesus.  Those left behind will face terrible times such as this world has ever seen.  Will some of those left behind be your husband, your wife, your children, your grandchildren, your friends, your neighbors, your loved ones, the people you work with, the people you see every day?  You hold in your hands the keys to loose them, and lead them.  What are you doing with those keys?  Are you declaring the full counsel of the Word of God with boldness and power, or do they even know that you are saved and do they even know what that means when they look at your life?  Isn’t it time to get all the power that God has for you?  The church today is so full of compromise.  So full of sin.  Holy living isn’t a popular message.  We don’t want to make anyone uncomfortable.  Because of that we don’t stand up against sin.  We don’t live righteous lives before God.  Do you know one of the main reasons people who are lost tell me that they don’t go to church?  The hypocrites in church.  They don’t see anything worth having when they look at most churches.  They only see the hypocrisy.  We need to get out of our sin.  We need to become filled with God’s Spirit and learn how that can help us to overcome our flesh.  Those early Christians had learned how to overcome their flesh.  Look what happened.  We need to do the same. The Baptism of the Holy Ghost gives us the tools needed to do this.  Without that, our flesh will rule.  When our flesh rules, even though in our hearts we want to do what is right, we can’t.  If we don’t have the Baptism of the Holy Ghost to enable us, then we will either make excuses for failing, justify our sin, and settle for a seem right way of life, or we will fall into out and out rebellion against God.  Neither will get us to heaven.

The Bible says over and over that the Holy Ghost will bring us comfort and peace.  So many people today are bound with fear, anxiety, and stress.  We need the comfort of the Holy Ghost.  All those other things are bondages that the devil puts on us.  When we receive the Baptism of the Holy Ghost, we have power to put the devil in his place.  We have power to overcome these things.

When we have the Baptism of the Holy Ghost, we can pray and intercede for people in a powerful way.  The Holy Ghost Himself prays through us in His own language.  Have you ever wanted to pray for someone, but you were hindered because you didn’t know how to pray.  The intercession of the Holy Ghost is the most powerful prayer that anyone can ever pray.

The most important benefit of the Baptism of the Holy Ghost is walking in the full counsel of the Word of God.  When we don’t receive the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, then it is easy to fall for a lie.  When we settle for things that aren’t true, that makes us susceptible to believe a lie.  The Holy Ghost is our teacher.  When we shut Him out, and bind Him up, then He can’t lead us into truth.  The scripture tells us plainly that we can believe a lie and be damned.

Another important benefit of the Baptism of the Holy Ghost is the fruits of the Spirit.  Sometimes we just can’t do right.  It isn’t in us to do so, until the Spirit of God lives in our heart.  Then He brings His nature into our hearts that is called the “fruits of the Spirit”.  His nature comes in us, but we still have our nature.  Walking in the Spirit is submitting our nature to His nature, letting His nature rule in us and through us.  That is how we walk this walk.  The Baptism of the Holy Ghost helps us to be able to walk in the Spirit and not in the flesh.

The Holy Ghost is very valuable.  The gift of the Baptism of the Holy Ghost is one to prize and obtain.  One of the powerful tools that come with the Baptism of the Spirit is the gift of speaking in tongues.  Read more to find out what that is, and how it can empower you and your prayer life.

Chapter 5.

What Is Speaking in Tongues?

Chapter 2:4 says, “And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.”  That is the first mention of speaking in tongues.  This is written in the section of scripture that talks about the day of Pentecost.  On that day, two things happened because of their speaking in tongues. Every man, no matter what his nationality and language, heard that message in his own native tongue.  There was not a person there that couldn’t understand what was said. Another thing that happened, news of what happened there was spread around the world.  That was a supernatural happening, and everyone there knew that it was a miracle of God, a sign that God was surely in their midst.  Those two things still happen today when people speak in tongues.  We’ll talk more about how people can hear a message in their own tongues.  First we will talk about how since this is a supernatural thing, people know that God is truly in their midst.  That is one of the outcomes of speaking in tongues.  People realize that God is supernaturally in their midst.  Speaking in tongues is not a natural thing.  When the Spirit of God speaks directly through His people, you can know that is something that He is doing.  That is one of the reasons why people have trouble accepting and understanding this gift of God.  People want things that they control.  They don’t want things outside their own fleshly understanding.  Sad to say, because of this they miss out on most of what God can do for them.  They also fail to yield to God’s Spirit, and never find the victory that comes when they do.  If we don’t yield to God’s Spirit we can’t walk in the Spirit.  If we don’t, then we let our flesh rule our lives and we suffer the consequences of this.  Supernatural things have to be taken by faith.  Supernatural things must be understood by faith. One example of supernatural things is salvation itself.  Walking in the Spirit is another of those.  When I first heard about speaking in tongues, I didn’t understand it with my mind, but I knew in my heart that it was something that the Lord had for me, and it was something that I needed.  So I reached out past my mind, trusted Him, and received it.  That is what it means when we say we have to take it by faith.   

When we speak in tongues, the Holy Ghost prays directly through us.  He uses His own language.  There are different kinds of tongues.  We read in I Corinthians 12 a list of Spiritual gifts.  In that list, in verse 10 we read, “…to another divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues”.  That is one purpose of tongues.  I have been in church services where there was a lot of music, a lot of prayer, a lot of noise, and all of the sudden a holy hush would fall on the congregation.  God was ready to speak.  Some blessed saint of God filled with the Holy Ghost would begin to speak in tongues.  You could feel the power of God’s anointing fill the church.  Another saint would be given the interpretation of what was said.  Many times this would be the very word of encouragement someone needed to hear.  It would be the word of direction that someone had been seeking the Lord for, and only they knew the prayer in their heart, but God knew, and He spoke to them.  I have known people to get delivered from things that had bound them for years, because of that Word from the Lord.  I have known people to receive healing, because they were set free from the bondage that had held them in sickness, because of that Word from the Lord.  Nothing is as powerful as that Holy Ghost message, direct from the throne of God.  That is one purpose of tongues.  

There are different kinds of tongues.  In I Corinthians 14:4 we read about an unknown tongue.  “He that speaketh in an unknown tongue edifieth himself; but he that prophesieth edifieth the church.”  Verse 2 explains what an unknown tongue is.  “For he that speaketh in an unknown tongue speaketh not unto men, but unto God: for no man understandeth him…”  That is a prayer tongue.  There is sometimes when we speak in tongues that no one will be given an interpretation.  This is a prayer tongue.  God is praying directly, and our understanding what is said isn’t what is needed.  Talk about a powerful prayer.  Have you ever had a burden to pray for someone, but had no idea of how to pray?  God knows.  His Holy Ghost will pray, and intercede through you.  When He does, bondages are broken, deliverance and healing come, crooked places are made straight and streams flow in the desert.  God knows exactly what is going on and when His Spirit prays through you it will be exactly what is needed.  Talk about something that can stomp the devil.  The devil can’t understand and interfere with Holy Ghost filled prayers.  Some times, too, I believe that the Holy Ghost prays in a language that the devil can understand.  Nothing can bind the enemy like a Holy Ghost filled speaking in tongues prayer.  Powerful.  

Mostly in a church service the tongues will be one that will be interpreted, not an unknown tongue.  The Bible says that it won’t help the people understand if they can’t hear what is being said and understand it.  So mostly there will be an interpretation, someone who is given the interpretation of what was spoken.  Paul said in I Corinthians 14:18, “I thank my God, I speak with tongues more than ye all.”  He goes on in verse 19 to say, “Yet in the church I had rather speak five words with my understanding, that by my voice I might teach others also, than ten thousand words in an unknown tongue.”  Prophecies are words from the Lord.  Some prophecies are about future events, but many of them are not.  They are simply direct words from the Lord.  Guidelines for the use of prophecies and speaking in tongues in services are found in I Corinthians chapter 14.  That is a good place to read to learn about tongues and how they fit in services.  It closes with this in verse 39, “Wherefore, brethren, covet to prophesy, and forbid not to speak with tongues.”

I can remember a service when our pastor, Brother Goad, was holding a tent meeting.  We had just pulled into a town that we had never been in before.  The crowd that first night was skeptical.  There had been some preachers come through who more or less were cons, and had taken advantage of people.  So the ones who showed up at the service were suspicious.  Brother Goad began to speak through the Holy Ghost.  He began to prophecy.  He talked about seeing someone laying on a stretcher in a hospital and seeing someone being covered up with a sheet.  Suddenly a man screamed out from the back of the room and ran to the altar.  Just that day, he had been to the hospital with major problems that were life threatening.  While he was there, a man in the bed next to him had died, and he had watched them pull the sheet over that man’s head. He knew that could just as easily have happened to him.  God had dealt with him and that is why he had come to the meeting.  When Brother Goad said that, he knew that God was speaking to him. That is what it means to prophesy.  That is one of the gifts of the Holy Ghost.  Yes, there is a lot of false stuff that is done in the name of the Spirit, but that doesn’t take away from the real.  This man had scoffed God because of the false prophets, the liars that had come to town.  But when the real thing came, he knew it was God.  God proved himself.  That man got saved, later on his whole family got saved.  God started a revival in that town that spread to the next town, and over 50 people were saved.  We went back to that little town for years after that.  Some of those people are still serving God and that was over 25 years ago.  Brother Goad could have stood up and given a message that he had memorized, one with careful polished words, and none of that would have taken place.  When God speaks, there will be something going on.  That is why there is prophecy, and that is why we speak in tongues. That is also why we need the Baptism of the Holy Ghost to be able to minister.  Yes, I am talking to ministers in the pulpit here, but I am also talking to every child of God.  We have already talked about how God put us here to be a light to the world, and to touch the lives of others.  Or we might put it this way.  God calls each one of us to let His Spirit minister to others through us.

I mentioned earlier in the chapter that there is a tongue that is actually a language that people speak, so that others who speak that language can understand what is being said, just like happened on the day of Pentecost.  I remember a church service where an elderly lady was slain out in the Spirit, and began speaking in tongues.  There was a girl there whose husband was Hispanic.  This elderly lady didn’t know a word of Spanish, but she began speaking in perfect Spanish.  I knew enough Spanish to know some of what she was saying in the natural without having someone interpret in the Spirit, but there was no need for interpretation.  That message was directly for that girl whose husband was Hispanic.  The Lord spoke and called that man by his nickname, a name that none of us knew in the natural.  He told that girl that if she would stay faithful to Him and dedicate herself to Him, her husband would come to church and serve Him.  That was a known tongue.  What an impact that had on that lady. 

This story is another example of that kind of tongue.  A man was walking outside the windows of a church.  He was from an Indian tribe who at one time spoke a language that nobody speaks today.  He heard from inside the church a little girl’s voice telling him in his native language that he needed to stop running from God and give his heart to Him.  Talk about stopping him in his tracks.  He ran into the church and to the altar.  He knew that God had used that little girl to speak to him.  Thank God for the gift of speaking in tongues. 

We talked about how we can pray in tongues, which is the Holy Ghost praying directly through us in His language.  That is the most powerful prayer that you can pray.  I remember someone telling how he had been on a plane.  During the trip, the Holy Ghost started interceding through this man.  He had no idea why, but he yielded to God’s Spirit and let Him pray.  This went on for some time. When they landed, he found out that there had been a systems failure.  Then for no reason, the systems failure had fixed itself.  Did it have anything to do with his praying in tongues?  What do you think?

Someone shared with me the story about how the Holy Ghost had started interceding through him one night.  He had no idea why, but he yielded and let the Holy Ghost have His way.  Later on that next day he found out that a good friend of his had been stabbed at the very time that he had started interceding, praying in the Holy Ghost in tongues.  His friend had nearly died, but for some miraculous reason, his condition had reversed.  Did it have anything to do with his praying in tongues?  What do you think?

One of the key reasons that we pray in the spirit has been mentioned over and over in this chapter.  When we pray in the spirit we have to yield to God’s Spirit. When we learn to do this, it can change our lives.  Our human flesh wants to do its own thing.  Human nature is stubborn about giving up its way.  That is why so many people, those who have the Baptism and those who don’t fail to have victory in their lives.  They won’t yield to the Spirit of God in them.  They won’t listen to the voice of God.  They won’t let the Spirit of God lead them.  Because of this, their life is always in turmoil.  They constantly make the wrong decisions.  Their flesh controls them. They are plagued with panic attacks, depression, anxiety, and all sorts of emotional problems.  These things bind their health.  The church as a whole today is plagued with these things.  When we learn to yield ourselves to God’s Spirit, these things are not as powerful and they are not able to control us. The Spirit of God controls us instead.  These things are actually demonic oppressions.  The devil can oppress Christians.  He can’t possess them, completely control them, because they have the Spirit of God in them.  He can bring a devilish spirit down over their head like thick blanket that chokes out the Spirit.  The Baptism of the Holy Ghost and speaking and praying in tongues takes that thick blanket and rips it away. God delivers.  Flesh can’t bind.  His Spirit controls and brings victory. Speaking in tongues can strengthen you and bring spiritual victory in your life.  

We have talked in this chapter about walking in the Spirit.  Let’s keep on with that subject in our next chapter. What does it mean, how can it bring you victory in your life, and how do we do this?

Chapter 6

Walking in the Spirit

This chapter is a section from my book, “Walking in the Spirit”. I have kind of pieced together a few chapters here.  The other day, I was thinking about this book, about what I should write, and how I should explain what it meant to walk in the Spirit.  I came home from work.  It had been a long day with the devil up in my face every minute.  One of those days you struggle to get things done.  All I could think of was that I wanted to fix a bite to eat and put my feet up.  After all, the last time I’d had time to eat was about 8:30 that morning and it was about that time in the evening now.  I didn’t feel good besides all that.  I was trying to catch some kind of something.  I just wanted to put my feet up and drown myself in the old “boob tube”.  God started dealing with me, speaking to me in my heart about something I needed to do instead.  Oh, believe me, I wanted to stuff my fingers in my spiritual ears (that’s flesh).  But I have learned to respect God’s leading because of the blessing that it brings, and because I love Him more than I love my own flesh, I listened to Him.  (That’s walking in the Spirit.)  He told me instead of turning on the TV tonight that I needed to turn on the CD player with some good Gospel music.  I obeyed Him.  I thought to myself, what is so important about listening to music (that’s walking in the flesh), but obeyed the Spirit (that’s walking in the Spirit).  Pretty soon I was caught up in the music and praising the Lord for how good He is.  I soon forgot about the battles of the day and about how my body felt (that’s walking in the Spirit).  Victory started flowing in to my heart, body, and mind.  The chills and aches of the fever that had been pestering me all day soon left. (By the way, I woke up the next morning feeling much better.)  I got my blessing from the hand of God.  Then He directed me into doing something that would bless and touch the hearts of others.  That’s God’s way.  When we center our thoughts on our own selves, and we receive a blessing, and that’s the end of it, sometimes we only get half a victory.  When we turn around and bless others as well, our victory is complete.  I got my mind off my problems of the day and on to Him.  I got outside of myself and into Jesus and the Holy Ghost, and then into ministering to others.  That’s walking in the Spirit.  That’s when this chapter of this book was written, and that’s when God gave me the glimpse of what He wanted me to say throughout the book.  I had my own idea of how it should be and I was stuck there.  I had started the book nearly a month before this happened, but I was totally stuck.  I had laid it to the side.  But on this night, I put myself in neutral because I felt so tired I had nothing of myself left. I let the Holy Ghost write through me.  That’s walking in the Spirit.  Now I know without a shadow of a doubt that someone will read this chapter, and this book, and they will get an understanding of what it means to walk in the Spirit.  I don’t say this to brag about my own great power of persuasion, but I say it because I let Jesus do the writing, and He does a great job.  I believe that someone who has struggled for years to understand this vital key to living a victorious life in God will have their life changed.  Maybe that someone is you.  You who picked this book up and read it and took it to your heart.  And that too is walking in the Spirit.


Now let’s replay my evening.  What if I had let my flesh take over?  What if I had turned on the old TV, hit the couch, put my feet up, and forgot all about everything because, “God, I just don’t feel well.”  What about the victory I gained? What about the healing touch that came?  What about this chapter, and the book that came from it?  What about you who will read this and receive something from it?  What if you hadn’t obeyed God and read it?  What would we all have gotten without obeying God and walking in the Spirit?  We would have gotten a big nothing.  We would have gone on in our struggle, and continued in our battle. We can see from this an important lesson.  If we continue to walk in the flesh, failing to obey God and walk in the Spirit, we will grow weaker in our Christian experience.  If we never learn to walk in the Spirit, we will eventually be totally defeated, easy prey for the enemy to destroy.  The end result would be that we loose our eternal souls.  So tell me, is it important to walk in the Spirit?


I heard someone tell about a lady that had been caught in one of the Twin Towers Buildings during the 9/11 tragedy.  She had gotten up that morning and had spent time praying.  So she started her day walking in the Spirit instead of the flesh.  She was what we call “prayed up”.  When the plane struck the building, she grabbed her things and started running. The other people in her room asked where she was going.  She told them, “God told me to run and to run in this direction.”  They answered, “If He told you to do that, then we are behind you.”  Over 50 people were saved that day because they followed a Spirit filled, Spirit led woman.  What about those around you?  Is the example of your life leading them to safety?  Do you daily have victory, in spite of your battles? Do people see in your life a direction that they long to take? You can be that kind of person, you know.  God’s Spirit is powerful enough to provide you with all you need.  He has the peace, strength, love, joy, hope, victory, faith, and long-suffering, all you need.  I guess another illustration that we can find in this true story is the destruction that following flesh can bring.  We all know that not everyone was saved.  Why?  Even if they were Christians, were they prayed up and in the Spirit?  Were they listening to His voice that day, or the voices of others?  Were they hindered by bondages in their life so that they weren’t in an obedient relationship with Him on that day?  

The Bible tells us that these are the things that walking in the flesh will bring into our life:

1. Strife (“For ye are yet carnal: for whereas there is among you envying, and strife, and divisions….” I Corinthians 3:3).

2. Not understanding or receiving the things of God (“But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God” for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.”            I Corinthians 2:14.)

3. Spiritual death (For when we were in the flesh, the motions of sins, which were by the law, did work in our members to bring forth fruit unto death.” Romans 7:5)

4. Much more.

To sum it all up, check out this section of scripture in Romans 8:5-17.  Here are some of the highlights.  “For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh, but they that are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit.  For to be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace.  So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God.  Therefore brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live after the flesh.  For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live.  For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.”  I guess this is enough to make us all want to walk in the Spirit.  


You may have many days when you come home from having a battle.  You may have many times when God asks you to do way beyond what you feel like you are physically or mentally capable of doing.  You’ll be called on to minister to folks around you, when you don’t have any idea of what to say.  You’ll have traps of defeat and sickness that the enemy will lay to defeat you and to steal your joy, or even your eternal soul.  You’ll have times when the devil will sit on your shoulder and tell you that you aren’t worthy.  You can’t walk in the Spirit.  That is only for spiritual giants, not for squirts like you.  You’ll have days when the devil will try even to steal your salvation by making you feel, or think, that you aren’t saved.  That’s when you can shake yourself, get your eyes off the devil, and off of yourself, and look at Jesus and God’s Word.  Stay close enough to Him so that you can see Him, and so that you can hear His voice.  Let the Holy Ghost daily move in your heart and mind, not just in church on Sunday.  Put a priority on moving when He says move.  That is walking in the Spirit.  Talk to your flesh.  Let it know that it will not rule, and the junk that the devil pours into your flesh will not overcome your spirit.  Say, “Flesh, I have Jesus inside of me, and He is in control today, and everyday.  Get down. I have a better way of life than the one you give me and through the Spirit of God within me, I will overcome you.”  That is walking in the Spirit.  I Corinthians 3:16 says, ”Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?”  Let God’s Spirit rise up and be victorious in you. One of the keys to this is praying in the Spirit, praying in tongues.  Praying in tongues helps you to put your flesh in submission to the Spirit of God who is praying through you


Walking in the Spirit is a personal thing between you and God.  It can’t be between you and someone else, and God.  A lot of people try to do it that way, and they miserably fail, usually winding up making it hard on the people they are trying to follow.  I’ve talked to so many people that tried on their own to be what they thought was spiritual.  Many times their life was based on an idea they had gotten from other people who they thought were living spiritual lives.  They did their best in the flesh to live up to the spiritual expectations of people around them.  They weren’t able to do so.  The devil easily defeated them, before they got started.  What was the problem?  It was all about themselves and other people.  Where was God?  Where was His Spirit?  You cannot perform a ritual on the outside and be something for someone on the outside, and that be real at all.  This thing has to come from the heart.  It has to come from a real, everyday relationship with Jesus.  He has to be number 1 for real in your heart, or it won’t work.  He has to be your love, your guide, your hope, your peace and joy, and your focus.  Then you won’t be doing it for others, you’ll be doing it for Him.  It will be real then.  You can’t walk in the Spirit unless you want to do so enough to commit yourself to Jesus.  If you don’t know Him personally, you won’t really want to walk in the Spirit in your heart.  Then is when we do it for everyone else.  But when you get close enough to the foot of the cross to catch a glimpse of how wonderful His love is, it will be easy to turn loose of old number 1 and grab hold of Someone who will turn your life around.  That is where walking in the Spirit starts.  Are you ready?  Run toward His love.  He’ll definitely catch you.

Our flesh can be like a spoiled brat that tries to control our spiritual life.  Let’s say you have decided to put that spoiled brat where he belongs and let the Spirit of God control your life.  You have seen that the wages this flesh reaps are death.  So what comes next?  Some religions teach that to crucify your flesh and get control over it, you have to live in great self-denial, literally starving yourself into submission.  Some teach you have to inflict pain on yourself to get in touch with your inner self.  Some teach that you have to find your karma, our spirit person, through meditation.  Some teach that you don’t want to stifle your self.  You should let the outer man live free and do what feels good so that you have freedom.  What is the truth?  As always, if you want to know the truth about how to live a victorious life, go to God’s Word. The Bible teaches that when we are saved, we are no longer alone and we have Jesus in our hearts by the power of the Holy Ghost.  (Colossians 1:27, “To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.”)  The first step comes when you realize that when you are saved, you have Jesus in you.  You also have a flesh man which tries to override and control the Spirit of God in you. You have to realize that you are your own worse enemy, and you want to do something about it.  Then you have to be willing to submit your flesh and let the Spirit of God control you and your life.  (I Corinthians 9:27, “But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway.”)  You have to be willing to submit yourself to God and commit yourself and your life to Him.  You have to realize that old number one can’t be number one any more.  You have to recognize the problems this really brings into your life.  You have to declare that from here on out Jesus is number one in your life above your own self, your own desires, and your own life.  The first step in doing this is to fall in love for real with Jesus.  Get close enough to Him so that He can touch your life, and you can see Him the way He is.  Every day I realize how wonderful it is to serve Him.  I’ll see Him working in the lives of the people around me, and in my circumstances, and again I am proud to serve such a wonderful God. Nothing can bring you into the kind of submission to give up yourself other than the love of God.  We serve a perfect God Who loves us this much.  He wants the best for His children, and you are one of them if you have accepted His salvation.  Why not submit and do it His way?  What better way can you find!  Is our way better?  Isaiah 55:8-9 tells us, “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the Lord.  For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.”  We struggle in so many ways to prove that we are able and capable to control our own lives. In less than 40 words, God proves we aren’t.  


We have to realize that we want God to control our life, then we have to realize that there is no way that we can do this on our own.  There is absolutely no way for human nature to submit and allow God to control.  Sorry, we aren’t natured that way.  We can’t on our own put that spoiled brat where he belongs.  So what is the answer?  Do we just keep on doing our own thing, excusing our sins, until we face judgment?  Have you tried to walk in the Spirit on your own?  Have you tried to live a Christian life in the flesh?  Have you failed?  Then you know what I am saying.  The only way that we can walk in the Spirit is to allow God to crucify our flesh.  We have to be willing to do it, and then He has to do that work in us.  Believe me, He knows how to break the will of our flesh.  He has been doing it for a long time.  We can’t break our own selves.  This walk in God has to be a spiritual walk.  It has to be in the supernatural, not natural.  We have to believe in God to do His perfect work in and through us and trust in Him that He will do it.  Galatians 2:20 ends with these words, “…And the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave Himself for me.”  That’s how we do it.  


 The devil shakes at God’s children who know who they are, and who are determined to walk in the freedom that God has given them.  The devil wants us to be off-centered, out of focus.  He tries to get us to focus on who we are in the flesh.  He tries to make us think that God’s love and His Word and promises for us are based on our having to be perfect to attain them.  He gets us to focus on our flesh, and the defeat that the flesh brings.  He doesn’t want you to find the power of that Spirit man inside of you.  We become bound because instead of looking at God’s perfection, we keep our eyes on our own imperfection.  Instead of looking at what God is perfecting in us, he causes us to focus on what God hasn’t yet finished.  We get out of focus and start centering on ourselves instead of focusing on God.  This is walking in the flesh.  This will all lead to our destruction and defeat.  To overcome satan we have to walk in the Spirit, and not the flesh.  We have to be centered and focused on God’s Spirit in us.  We have to lay down the flesh to let Jesus rise up in us and we will see that it doesn’t matter who we are—God’s Word and His love works.  We’ll talk more later about how to overcome the devil. 

That chapter quoted from my book, Walking in the Spirit, describes what it means to walk in the Spirit and the victory you can find by doing so.  It also talks about the dangers of walking in the flesh. The key to walking in the Spirit is possessing the Baptism of the Holy Ghost which fills you up to the brim with God’s Spirit.  A tool that enables you to submit your flesh is praying in the Spirit, praying in tongues in the Holy Ghost.  Submitting your flesh to His Spirit so that He can pray through you helps you to be able to submit your flesh in other areas of your life as well.  

When you walk in the Spirit it isn’t nearly as easy to sin as it is when you walk in the flesh.  I remember a children’s home that I once worked at.  This children’s home constantly put God’s Word in these kids’ faces.  They were always quoting scriptures and memorizing them. Verses like, “the soul that sinneth shall die”.  They were told what they should and shouldn’t do, but they were never told how to do this.  They were never told that the Spirit of God could fill them and keep them, and enable them to do what was required of them.  To them, it was a hopeless thing. Sad to say, this home rejected the Baptism of the Holy Ghost.  Matter of fact, they openly taught that this was wrong.  This left the only door that gave these kids hope slammed shut.  Needless to say this was one rebellious bunch of kids.  Rebellion is created when we are told over and over that we have to do something that we know in our hearts is impossible to do.  Nobody told them how that we could through Christ and through the power of the Holy Ghost overcome sin and put down our flesh.  Nobody told them how to walk in the Spirit.  All they knew was that they couldn’t do what they had to do.  So many churches do the same today.  The church needs to see the value of the Baptism and speaking in tongues, and the victory they can bring.

We have touched on what is coming up in the next chapter throughout this book.  We have talked about how important that we serve God for real in these last days. We have talked about how if there has ever been a time when we need to be filled with the Holy Ghost and ministering to those around us, that time is now.  Hey, I am not just talking to preachers and missionaries here.  I am talking to all God’s children.   God has called us all.  You can’t say that God hasn’t called you.  If you can say that you do not know anyone in your family, in your community, at your job, or anywhere else who is not saved, then you don’t have anything to do for the Lord.  If you can say that everyone around you is ready for the rapture, then you don’t have anything to do for the Lord.  The Baptism of the Holy Ghost can bring you into being a powerhouse for the Lord.  You can turn your world upside down for Jesus.  Keep reading. 

Chapter 7.

Obeying God and Finding the Power to Do So

When was the last time that you wept because you had a burden for someone?  Maybe that person was a loved one, someone close to your heart, who was messing up their life (and maybe yours too) with sin?  You wanted to pray the most powerful prayer that you could pray, but you didn’t know exactly how to pray.  You wanted to speak to them, but kept quiet because you knew if you said the wrong thing it would do more harm than good.  You wound up doing nothing at all as you watched them destroy their life on a fast track down.

When was the last time that you stood at the bedside of someone you loved, and you knew that they weren’t saved?  You grieved because you wanted to reach them, but it seemed that there was nothing to do, so you did nothing, and carried that regret for a long time after they died.

When was the last time that you watched someone close to you slowly dying with sickness?  You read in the Bible how God healed, but you felt that you didn’t have prayer with the power that you needed to pray for healing. 

When was the last time that you felt strongly that the Lord had a gift for you, a talent, something that He wanted you to do, but you shrank back from doing it in fear, thinking that surely He had the wrong person?  When was the last time that you felt in your heart that you were called to preach, but you were not bold enough to step out and obey?  You carried this feeling constantly that you were letting God down, but didn’t know how to change things. Or that you were called to sing, or teach, or minister in other ways, but you lacked the boldness that you needed to step out and obey God.

When was the last time that someone close to you faced a dangerous situation, and you knew that you needed to pray a powerful prayer of protection, but you weren’t sure how to pray?  You just knew that it was important to pray the most powerful prayer you could pray.

When was the last time that you watched the devil attacking your family and you knew that if you didn’t intercede he was going to destroy it?  You knew that you had to pray a prayer of deliverance, and take authority over him but you weren’t sure how, and you didn’t really know that you could take that authority.

When was the last time that you knew that you had to step out in faith in a situation and do just the right thing with authority to stop something bad from getting worse, but you didn’t have the knowledge to do what was needed or the boldness and authority that you needed to correct the situation?

When was the last time that you knew that you needed to stop a sin or a habit that was binding your life, but no matter how hard you tried you couldn’t break that sin or habit on your own?  You knew that you had to, and it constantly worried you that the Lord would come back and you would be left behind because of that sin, but you were powerless on your own to stop it.  You prayed and prayed for deliverance, but it seemed hopeless and you were ready to give up on serving God, but you have tied a knot at the end, and you are hanging on because you really want to serve Him.

When was the last time that you were weary with fighting depression, anxiety, fear, panic attacks?  You knew that these things were from satan, but you didn’t know how to overcome them, and you felt powerless to stand against the attacks. You are tired of the defeat they bring you, but it seems that you take two steps forward to overcome them, but you get knocked three steps back.  

All these instances are reasons why the Lord gave us the gift of the Baptism of the Holy Ghost.  He gave us this precious gift so that we could become bold in His Spirit, and in the power of the Holy Ghost.  So that we could pray the exact prayer that was needed for the situation.  So that we could intercede and watch the sick be healed.  So that we could take authority over the devils of hell that try to attack and destroy families. So that we could take authority over spirits of depression, fear, anxiety, and all those things that are so plaguing God’s people today.  So that we could have the boldness that we need to step out and obey God, and the peace in knowing that His Holy Ghost inside of us would minister to the people’s need through us. So that we could not only have strength in bad situations and peace to be able to keep our heads, but we could have just the right advise, just the right thing to say to make a bad situation turn out good.  So that we could find the power to overcome our sin and habits, and overcome our flesh.  So that we walk in the Spirit of God instead of our flesh and find all the power that brings.  So that we could obey God.  That is one of the main reasons that God gives us the Baptism of the Holy Ghost. So that God can operate in us through His Spirit. So that we can overcome our flesh and let God reach out through us. So that we can obey God in power and strength.  Why do you need the Baptism of the Holy Ghost? So that you will never again have to face one of those moments like those in the beginning of this chapter, if you get filled with the Spirit, and submit your flesh to Him, in obedience to Him.  If you do have the Baptism of the Spirit, then this chapter will still strengthen you as you are reminded of the power that you have.  If ever we need to obey God in His boldness and power, that time is now.

How does all this happen?  How does the Baptism of the Holy Ghost and the gift of speaking in tongues empower us?  Does it?  What does the Bible say about it?  One of the most powerful sections of scripture in the Bible describing how the Baptism of the Holy Ghost is a tool to empower the church is found in I Corinthians chapters 12-14. This not only gives us directions for our own individual lives, but also directions for the church.  It gives us a picture of what church services should be like.  In I Corinthians 12:7-10 we read about the manifestation of the Spirit.  This manifestation, or outward showing, of the Spirit brings about different gifts that enable us to be powerful workers both inside and outside the church walls.  I have been in churches and around people who do not believe in the Baptism of the Holy Ghost.  I have heard them talk about their spiritual gifts.  I have heard some talk about what they thought their gifts were.  I have seen them operate in their gifts.  Then I have been in churches and around people who had the Baptism of the Holy Ghost.  When they operated in the gifts of the Spirit, they didn’t have to wonder what their gifts were.  When they operated in them, the Holy Ghost with all His power operated those gifts.  You can believe me there is a powerful difference between these two groups.  When those who had the Baptism laid hands on the sick and the Holy Ghost prayed through them, someone was healed.  When they gave a word of wisdom, or knowledge, when they were done speaking you knew that God Himself had visited His people and spoken through Him.  He was in their midst in a powerful way.  There was no doubt.  When they prayed a prayer of faith, and that gift manifested itself, you knew that God Himself had prayed through them using them as an instrument. You knew that the fullness of His Holy Ghost resided in that vessel.  You knew that there would be an outcome of that prayer.  The gifts are: a word of wisdom, a word of knowledge, faith, healing, working of miracles, prophecy, discerning spirits, divers tongues, interpretation of tongues, all working by the Spirit of God in complete unity, no confusion that flesh brings, but God’s Spirit lifted up all in all.  Now that you have a better understanding about what it means to have the Baptism of the Holy Ghost, then you know that this section of the scripture can only be talking about the gifts that this can bring.  You can’t sort part of this scripture out and throw it away. The gift of tongues and interpretation of tongues is there to stay.  You have to deal with that and accept it as it is. That lets you know what this scripture, and what this chapter as a whole is talking about.  

How can these gifts be used in the church without our flesh messing the whole thing up?  That can only happen when we are filled with the Holy Ghost, letting Him flow through us, submitting our flesh in obedience to God.  That is God’s plan for the church.  Not only is it God’s plan for the church inside the walls, but it is God’s plan for us as we reach out to a lost and dying world.  Through these gifts we can carry His light to split the darkness.  We have many times in this book talked about how the church is failing to do this.  Instead of reaching out with the power of the Holy Ghost, we are hiding behind our four walls.  Or we are so bound by sin or the devil that binds us with depression, fear, and anxiety, that we can’t serve God in victory ourselves, let alone reach out to the world.  It is time that we individually and as a church become filled with God’s Spirit to the brim, and carry these gifts to our brothers and sisters inside the church walls, and to the rest of the world.  It is time.

If you have the Baptism of the Holy Ghost, then there is one guideline as to how you should covet the gifts of the Spirit.  There is one guideline as to how you are to use the gifts that God gives you.  This is found in I Corinthians chapter 13.  It is known as the Charity Scripture, or the Love Scripture.  It starts with these words that most of us know. “Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not charity, I am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal.  And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all knowledge: and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, and have not charity I am nothing.”  Then it goes on to explain what charity is, how it reacts to people, how it works in our lives through the power of the Holy Ghost.  It closes with verse 13, “And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of these is charity.”  Why does God give us the Baptism of the Holy Ghost with the gifts that it brings?  Why does God fill us up to the brim with His Spirit?  Does He do this so that we can sit on the church pew?  Does He do this so that we can hide away inside the church walls?  Does He do this so that we can watch our brothers and sisters inside the church walls suffer with depression, sickness, and other bondages?  Does He give us these gifts so that we can watch those we love who are bound with sin, destroy their lives and the lives of those we love?  Does He give us these gifts so that we can wink at their sin and say that we accept them as they are while they are destroying themselves, or does He give us these gifts so that we can stand up in His righteousness and offer them victory through His power?  Does He give us these gifts so that we can slink down in compromise, or so that we can be a light, a reflection of what we can be in God? Let’s rise up, be filled with the Holy Ghost and obey God.

Chapter 8.

Overcoming Satan

If you have been a Christian long at all, you know that we have an enemy.  That enemy is our enemy because, bottom line, he is an enemy of God.  He hates us because he hates God.  In I Peter 5:8 we read, “Be sober, be vigilant because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour.”  The Bible tells us that the devil: afflicts the righteous, blinds people from being able to see the truth, fights the saints, tempts us to disobey God, inflicts disease, opposes us, and more.  The Bible tells us that through God’s Spirit, we have victory over the devil.  James 4:7 tells us, “Submit yourselves therefore to God.  Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.”  Ephesians 4:27 tells us that we must not give place to the devil.  Ephesians 6:11 tells us to “Put on the whole armor of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.”  The rest of that chapter tells us what that armor is. We can see from these verse that we don’t have to be afraid of the devil.  We can see that we don’t have to give in to him and let him destroy us. We can see that we can have victory over him.  We have to resist him.  We can’t give in to him and stand against him at the same time.  To stand against the devil we have to stop sinning.  We can’t live in his world, and act like him, walking with his crowd, and expect to have victory over him.  If we mess with him, we will be destroyed by him.

How can the Baptism of the Holy Ghost help you to fight against satan?  In our flesh, we are no match for the devil.  But when we get filled up to the brim with God’s Spirit, and we walk in the power that brings us, and we submit our flesh to the Spirit of God so that there is nothing for the devil to grab hold of, then we are a powerful foe.  We are no longer victims, but powerful enemies.  When we pray in the Holy Ghost letting God’s Spirit pray in tongues through us, that is a powerhouse prayer that backs the devil down.  When we operate in the gifts of the Spirit, that pushes the devil back.  When we obey and let the Spirit of God flow through us and out to touch His people, that pushes back the devil.  Through the Baptism of the Holy Ghost we can stand up against this enemy in victory. We don’t have to be defeated.  We don’t have to let the devil destroy us or back us into a corner.  Not when we are filled with the Spirit of God.  

I was talking with someone who had been a trained soldier in the military for many years.  He said the first thing that a soldier in the natural needs to do to be able to overcome and push back the enemy is recognize the enemy.  In the war that we are having now in Afghanistan and Iraq that has been a major problem. When kids carry machine guns and bombs, and the soldiers don’t have uniforms, but are dressed as everyday people out on the street, that makes it hard to fight them.  The major problem that our military has faced there has been being able to identify the enemy.  That is one of the major problems that the church faces.  We don’t know who the devil is.  We think that he is the guy in the red suit with a pitch fork. That is why he is able to sneak in and steal our soul, our families, our mental and physical health, and our lives.  We need to be able to identify him to be able to stop him.  When we have the gifts of the Holy Ghost operating in our lives we are able to identify the enemy.  One of the gifts of the Spirit is discernment.  That means we can discern between bad and good spirits.  We can spot the enemy when he is creeping into our lives, into our church, against our loved ones.  Because we can spot him, we can stand against him.  We can pray in tongues, and let the Holy Ghost bind him.  We can loose the power and strength of God we need to overcome. 

What are some of the things that the devil does today to hinder and destroy Christians?  Let’s talk about some of them.  I know a lady who, up until a little while ago was so bound by depression and anxiety that she would barely leave her home.  We began to minister to her. She had accepted all this because she thought that it was physical problem that she had, and that it was an emotional problem because of things that she had gone through.  We helped her to see that it was neither.  It was a spirit of the devil that had set against her.  She identified the enemy. She learned that she had the weapons that she needed to fight against him, and she learned how to use those weapons.  I mean to tell you, when she found out that this thing was what it was, and that it was something that she could stand against, she stood. That devil isn’t binding her life any more.  He tries to, but she is so sick of his mess that when he tries to, she stomps him in the ground through the power of the Holy Ghost. 

I know someone who watched her children and her husband become bound with spirits of addiction. The devil is behind addiction. That is why it is important not to give into addiction.  Whether or not that devil causes you to be bound by illegal or prescription drugs, it is still a devil, and his mission is to steal the quality of your life. (By the way smoking is one of the devil’s finest tools to destroy Christians.  Through smoking he can steal your money, your peace of mind, your relationship with God, and as you push off God’s conviction he will eventually steal your soul.  Anything that the devil can use as a hook in your jaw to reel you in like a fat fish on his line is something that God will convict you about.  Problem is, if you ignore God’s conviction about smoking, then it is easier to ignore it in other areas of your life.  Eventually you will ignore it until you loose all the victory in your life.  And if you let a little thing three-four inches long control you, then you may as well know that they devil will control you in other areas of your life.  The Bible says not to give in to addictions. When people can pick up something that says right on the pack that it can kill you, light it up and stick it in their faces every few hours, then that is addiction. I see people come to the food bank at the ministry to get food for their children, because they are out of work and can’t afford food.  The last thing they do before they enter our building is throw their cigarette out. The first thing they do when walking out is light another one up. If that isn’t addiction, then what is? ) OK I’ll get back on task here and quit meddling.  Let’s back to the lady we talked about at the beginning of this paragraph.  This lady got finally got tired of this spirit of the devil called addiction that was stealing her children and her husband.  Her children and her husband were all using drugs and alcohol.  She stood up and said no more.  She learned that she could stand against this devil and declare victory in her family.  She learned about the Baptism of the Holy Ghost and how that could help her to do so.  She got filled up with the Holy Ghost and let Him intercede through her. She let Him pray through her in tongues.  She refused to accept anything but victory for her family.  Today they are all in church serving the Lord.

I know a young man who had a calling on his life.  He knew that God wanted him to be a preacher. He ran from it for a long time.  Problem is when you run from a calling, you also run from God. He lost his peace of mind and his relationship with God because he was running. Finally he got tired of running.  He found out about how the Baptism of the Holy Ghost would give him boldness.  He found out about how the Baptism of the Holy Ghost would give him the tools that he needed to be a powerful minister.  Today that is exactly what he is. 

I know someone who watched their mother die with cancer.  This threw her into a tail spin when she died.  She was bound by grief to the place that she pushed the rest of her family away, and she nearly lost her own life.  Grief overcame her.  Through the darkness of that grief a light started shining.  She began to realize that the last thing that her mother wanted her to do was to be the way she was being.  She learned how the Spirit of God could bring us comfort. She received the Baptism of the Holy Ghost and rose up from her grief.

Now I don’t want anyone to think that I believe that if you don’t have the Baptism of the Holy Ghost that the Holy Ghost can’t help you in your lives. I know that the Holy Ghost can lead and guide you, and comfort you, even if you don’t have the Baptism.  But I also know that living without the Baptism, and living with it can be compared to running a car on low grade gas, or running it using a high octane power packed gas.  You will have a lot more power.  Being completely filled with the Spirit of God, or just having what the Bible calls a measure, which is what you need to overcome the things that you face in today’s world?  But there is even more than that.  We have talked earlier about what it means to submit your flesh and walk in the Spirit.  The Bible tells us plainly that your flesh can destroy you spiritually unless you submit it to the Spirit of God that is in you.  We have talked more about this in the chapter about Walking in the Spirit.  When we are saved and we have a measure of God’s Spirit, it is hard to submit.  When we are Baptized with the Holy Ghost, filled up to the brim, we have consciously made a decision that we are submitting to God, letting Him fill us. We submit to His Spirit in a full and complete way.  We allow Him to control us.  This is what lets us be able to overcome our flesh.  We also are saying that we want God’s control in our lives more than we want the control of those around us.  No longer is our experience with God based more in the church people, the pastor, and those whose prayers we rely on than on our own spiritual self.  In other words, I know some people who have no faith in their own prayers.  Before a crisis in their lives has finished, they are already on the phone with the prayer line, or with the preacher, or with others that they count on to pray for them.  They have no confidence in their own spiritual well being enough to pray for themselves, or to pray for others. Because of that they are always a drain on others.  They never uplift others by helping them carry their burdens, but they always load their burdens onto others.  The thing about that is this.  What happens when the crisis comes and there is no one there to pray?  What happens when the crisis is a hidden one, only seen in the Spirit, and they don’t know to ask someone to pray?  What happens when the danger is immediate and there is no time to depend on anyone else?  What happens when those people whose prayers you rely on are to overwhelmed with their own load to carry anybody else’s, too busy worrying with their own problems to take yours to heart? Do you want to be power packed in your outreach, in your ministry, or do you want to be a drain on others?  Let God fill you up with His Spirit.

I know a church that was a so-so church.  Nothing dramatic.  Just existing.  Problem was, there was sin in the camp.  They couldn’t get anybody new to come, because the general opinion of the people in the community who were in contact with the people of that church was, “Why should we go to church there, they are just a bunch of hypocrites.”  Problem was, the people in the church wanted something better but didn’t know how to get hold of it.  A new minister came.  One that knew about the Baptism of the Holy Ghost. They noticed that his sermons were different.  They noticed that he spoke with boldness and power.  They also noticed that his life was different.  This new preacher was different. He began to share with them about the Baptism of the Holy Ghost and how it had brought him victory. Even though there were a number of them who rejected hearing about it, many of them were hungry to know more.  Before long many of them received the Baptism.  Through it they overcame the things that bound them.  Through it they learned how to minister to one another, and pray for one another in tongues.  The quickening power of God came into their midst.  They became a powerhouse for Him.  No longer were they the laughing stock of the community, but they became a lighthouse on a hill, shining to guide the lost to Jesus.  

You can find victory to overcome sin through the Baptism. You too can find victory over satan.  You too can be a light. Keeping reading and you’ll find out about God’s Washing Machine, and how it can clean us up so that we can be that light.  Next is a chapter for those of you who have the Baptism (and others, too.)

Chapter 9.

For Those Who Have the Baptism of the Holy Ghost

One of the saddest things I see is Pentecostal churches today.  Wow, after my having written this book, that is a bummer thing to say.  Why am I saying that?  Pentecostal churches have the knowledge of the Baptism of the Holy Ghost.  Pentecostal churches have the knowledge of what it means to walk in the Spirit.  Pentecostal churches have the knowledge of how to pray in tongues and the power that brings.  But they aren’t walking in what they know.  They are too busy compromising with the world to walk in what they know.  They are too busy kicking their sin under the rug to walk in what they know. In the area where we live, when you walk into most Pentecostal churches, there is nothing to see that would let you know that you have walked into a Holy Ghost filled church.  They have gotten Baptized with the Holy Ghost, but they have so pushed the Spirit of God to the background that flesh rules in their midst.  I can honestly say that this is worse than if they had never had this truth.  The anointing of God doesn’t come near when churches become this way.   

What can we do when this happens?  We need to go back to the old landmarks.  I read a sign on a church that said, “Not Your Parent’s Church”.  I am assuming that they thought that it meant something good when they put that sign up.  I am here to tell you that if it could hold my parents, then it is good enough to hold me.  The old paths are the ones that work.  There is one old path that we had better get on, and that path is what the Bible refers to as the straight and narrow. One of the characteristics of God is that He never changes.  He doesn’t blow around like the wind, wavering here and there.  You can also know that God has never changed His Word. Matter of fact, Revelation gives a warning to those who think that it needs to be changed.  So if God hasn’t changed, and if His Word hasn’t changed, then why should the church change and get all modern in its understanding.  Sounds to me like those churches who are contemporary in their understanding have missed out on God and missed out on His Spirit.  My point it, if they have, then I sure don’t want to be a part of what they are doing. 

One of the saddest reasons that I hear given for why churches compromise, Pentecostal and other churches, is because they want to draw in young people.  So they play rock that sounds like the world (forget that the lyrics are Christian, who can hear them). They let them dress like the world.  They compromise on what they call sin so that they can draw a crowd.  They talk and act like the world.  When the young people do come, what do they get?  A warped version of the world.  The young people don’t need more of the world, they need to be introduced to the Savior who died to save them out of the world.  They need to find out what it is like to belong to the crowd that is going to heaven.  They need to find something that will hold them through these troubled times.  You think it is hard to go through the things that we face today, how hard do you think it is for young people?  Are you giving them something that will hold them?  Are you showing them what is wrong, and what is right, and how to walk in the life style that will bring them victory in their lives?  Are you giving them a light that will light their path, and the paths of those around them?  Or are you just trying to fill your seats so that you can say that you have a dynamic youth ministry?  Let’s get real church.  When we go back to the old ways, to the full truth of the Word of God, to the place where we call sin sin and wrong wrong, to the place where we repent at the altars, to the place where the power of God falls in our midst, to the place where we lift up Jesus and He is Lord in our midst for real, then He will draw all men to Himself, and you can believe that some of those will be teenagers. And when God draws them, He will change them, fill them, power them up, and they will draw more in. 

Pentecostals, how can we turn all this around?  How can we invite the Spirit of God back in our midst?  It has to start in two places.  First it has to start in the pulpit. If the pastors are out for numbers, and tithes in the offering plate, and they are afraid to make a stand for what is right, then there will be no anointing in the house.  Pastors, if you are compromising and not standing up for what is right, if you don’t repent and change, then you will not make it to heaven, I don’t care how long you’ve been a preacher.  Can you imagine the preachers that will be in hell who every day will have to look in the faces of those people they have deceived?   God says it would be better for you to have a millstone tied around your neck and be cast into the sea, than it would be to offend a little one in the kingdom of God.  Get real preachers, get real teachers, get real evangelists.  Repent of your sin.  Repent of your compromise.  Ask God to fill you with His Holy Ghost so that you can minister life to the people who sit under you.  So that you can minister to God’s sheep. You will be accountable. 

The second place a change has to start is in the pew.  I don’t care if no one else in the church wants the power of God, you can.  If you obey God and you are made fun of because this is something that you want, then you need to find another church.  Church, we need to stand together and get real.  We are the body of Christ.  We need to unite as one body.  We need to put our altars back in the churches and we need to use them.  We need to seek God’s face.  We need to get real when we talk about the fact that we know Jesus is coming soon.  We need to act like we believe this.  We need to spend time praying and uniting in prayer.  Remember the days when we would pray for hours.  Remember the days when we would start services early so that we could have a time of praise and worship.  By the time church started, we were already united in one mind and accord.  The Holy Ghost was already working in our midst.  The gifts of the Spirit were already in operation.  People were flowing in unity, supernatural things happening. Souls were saved.  People were delivered from drugs and alcohol.  Devils were cast out.  People were healed.  The crippled walked, the deaf would hear, and the blind would see.  These days can be more than a memory.  They can be a reality in our if we will make ourselves ready, and if we will welcome God in our midst.  Now is the time.  

The devil’s number one tool in stealing the power from the church is to cause us to think that there is no use, that we can’t make a difference.  We need to realize that just because things have changed doesn’t mean that God has, it doesn’t mean that the power and anointing of God has changed, it doesn’t mean that the Word of God has changed.  This world needs a Savior as much as it ever has.  This world needs a deliverer as much as it ever has.  This world needs a light, the power of the truth, healing as much as it ever has.  Let’s rise up.  Let’s let God fill us up and empower us.  Let the Holy Ghost do His part.

Chapter 10.

God’s Washing Machine

There is a doctrine that has taken over the church.  This doctrine teaches that there is no sin.  Whatever is right for me may not be right for you, and whatever is wrong for me might not be wrong for you. It teaches that there are no absolutes as far as sin goes.  It goes along with the belief that you don’t want to bring up people’s sin in church because it will make people feel uncomfortable and they won’t want to stay. When you give into that doctrine there is no hope.  It is the Holy Ghost who cleans us up and gets us ready for heaven.  (By the way, this doctrine usually is accompanied by believing that everyone gets to go to heaven, or that there is no hell.  I say better to be safe than sorry.  Even if you haven’t read your Bible to find out there definitely is a hell and that hell is reserved for those who aren’t obedient, then you would be a fool to live in a way that will cause you to go there, on the chance that it might be true that there is one.) We can’t on our own, in our flesh, clean ourselves up making ourselves spot free without wrinkle or blemish.  The Bible says that these are the people who will get to go in the rapture. Jesus is coming for a church “that He might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing;  but that it  should be holy and without blemish”.  We know that He is coming soon for that church.  Do you want to be found making excuses for your sin when He comes back, or do you want to be ready when He comes?  If so, then we need to get into God’s washing machine and let Him clean us up from the inside out.  He can make us ready.  He can present us to His Father as spotless, washed in His Word and by His Spirit.  We talk about this process of submitting to God’s Spirit, and letting Him clean us up from the inside out as being “sanctification”.

We have talked a lot in this book about how we are to overcome sin, not give in to it.  We have talked about how we can find power to overcome through the Baptism of the Holy Ghost.  Let’s read about what Paul says about this in Romans chapter 7.  Read the whole chapter.  He talks about how the motion of sins worked in our members to bring forth the fruit unto death. Sin brings about death. He says that sin is in our members.  It is our nature to sin. But that we can find deliverance from that law of sin. Paul talked about how he knew that he had to overcome sin.  He talked about how there was battle inside him to do good, because his nature was to sin.  Because of that battle he called himself a wretched man.  He said in verse 25, “I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord.  So then with the mind I myself serve the law of God; but with the flesh the law of sin.”  Now this doesn’t mean that we are excused to do whatever we want to and that we are forgiven if we do. It doesn’t mean that we can sin with our flesh, as long as our mind blocks it out.  He isn’t saying that it is OK to continue in sin.  There is a song that says, “Sin will take you further than you ever want to go.  Sin will cost you more than you ever want to pay.  Sin will keep you longer than you ever want to stay.”  Think of how sin binds peoples lives, how it destroys people and their families.  Why in the world would God tell us it was OK to sin?  That isn’t where this scripture is going.  Hold on a minute as we travel into the next chapter to see.   

In Romans 8:4 we read, “That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.”  We go on from there.  “For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit.  For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually indeed is life and peace.  Because the carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be.  So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God.”  We go to verse 13, “For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live.” Moritfying the deeds of the flesh surely doesn’t mean giving in to sin.  Why do I know this?  Let’s back up to Romans 1.  We read in verse 18, “For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness.”  Verse 28 says, “And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do those things which were not convenient.”  Verse 32 says, “Who knowing the judgment of God, that they which commit such things are worthy of death, not only do the same, but have pleasure in them that do them.”  God doesn’t wink at our sin.  The Bible is full of scripture that talks about how God will judge us because of our sin if we don’t get out of our sin.  That is why justifying our sin is so dangerous.  God doesn’t excuse our sin, He forgives us, but He doesn’t excuse it.

I knew a boy who used to travel and sing in our ministry meetings.  He had a shirt that explained his life’s philosophy.  He had this shirt when he was a young boy. “Doing whatever I can and getting by.”  Sad to say that is the philosophy of a lot of Christians. They don’t want to get victory over sin. They want to keep their sin, and still get to go to heaven.  They want to get by. Today that young man is in a mental institution.  Sin cost him dearly.  It is dangerous to live a life on the edge, getting by with what you can.  

So how do we overcome sin?  How do we overcome our flesh that is so prone to sin?  We read in Romans 8 that God gives us the power to overcome our flesh.  He fills us up to the brim with the Baptism of the Holy Ghost.  We have more Spirit of God in us than we have flesh.  We go on from there to submit our flesh, its desires and “want tos”, to the Spirit of God.  We have to submit our will and let God control us.  He changes us and gives us power to overcome from the inside out. We pray in the Holy Ghost and that strengthens us.  His Spirit helps us to overcome. It quickens us, empowers us.  It cleans us up from the inside out.  It is God’s Washing Machine.  Yes, the Spirit of God does this even if you don’t have the Baptism of the Holy Ghost.  But we don’t have the full measure of God’s Spirit that we can have with the Baptism.  We need all the cleansing power that we can get.  We need to submit and yield completely and receive the fullness of God.  We need to get the high-powered suds, and the super sized machine that will definitely get the job done.

Yes, I see people who have the Baptism of the Holy Ghost who are still bound by sin.  Why is that?  These people have not really committed themselves, and submitted themselves to God.  Not fully.  There is a corner of their lives that they are holding out on.  There is that sin that they don’t want to give up.  They profess themselves to have the Baptism, but they may not possess it.  They may speak in tongues all service, but what they do in their own prayer closet may not be what they do in church.  They don’t want to give up their will and way to God.  The Spirit of God is in them, but they want to hold on to the flesh instead of giving it to God.  They want to do their own thing instead of God’s thing.  They cannot find the victory that the Baptism can bring until they let go of their flesh and let God’s Spirit control their lives. They won’t jump into the washing machine.

The other night I was burdened for an attitude that I had that was not God.  I knew that the devil was trying to use it to bind me.  I tried to talk myself out of that attitude, but it didn’t go away.  Anytime you yield to bad attitudes, you are doing just the same as that young man, doing what you can to get by.  Wrong attitudes can destroy you as quickly or quicker than the things that you do that are sin.  Wrong attitudes are what you might call silent killers.  They are the things that nobody sees but you, but they are not less deadly because of that.  Hate, bitterness, rebellion, jealousy, fear, doubt, unbelief, strife, all these things can destroy your soul if you give into them.  Instead of letting them rule in our lives and making excuses for them, we need to get into God’s Washing Machine and let Him clean us up.  I couldn’t on my own fix my attitude.  I knew it.  I was grieved in my spirit for my attitude.  God was convicting me.  I knew that I had to change.  All I could do was pray in the Holy Ghost.  The Holy Ghost began to pray through me.  I could feel that water washing away.  I could feel that bondage leaving me.  God cleaned me up through His Spirit.  We have to let God’s Spirit convict us of wrong attitudes and feelings.  We have to be willing to let go of them.  We have to let God’s Spirit clean us up and deliver us from them.  Then when they try to get back into our hearts, we pray and we yield our flesh to God and let Him rule in our lives.

As an added little note here about attitudes and emotions, I am writing this in the middle of what is one of the worst winters on record.  Also, in the middle of one of the worst economic times that there has been in decades.  Lots of people are out of work and struggling just to be able to feed their families.  Talk about a time when negative emotions are running wild.  People are literally becoming violent they are so eat up with stress.  The bad weather is not helping either.  People have been stuck in their homes for weeks not able to get out. That isn’t helping their money situations either as many of them who do have jobs have a job where they are dependent on good weather.  Another thing making all this worse is since the economy has gone bad, families have moved in with other family members.  More than one family under one small roof is often a formulae for disaster, especially if part of the family isn’t saved.  Everywhere I go I’ll catch pieces of conversation like, “The people in my house are really getting on my nerves.  I can’t take this any longer staying in.  We are all so stressed out with worry and that isn’t making things better but worse.”  People are beginning to get violent and I believe that this will only get worse.  Now is the time for us to let God’s Spirit clean us out and let Him rule our emotions.  If we don’t, we may pay a dear price. I know a young man whose father let all his stress get to him to the place that he took his own life. This young man never got over this.  He tried to for years.  One day he took his own life.  Let God be the Lord over all of you including your emotions.  Let the Holy Ghost wash you and fill you so that you overcome.  Let God be Lord of your self, and your household. 

I know a man who is full of hate for someone over something that happened years ago.  He will not let this hate go.  It obsesses him.  Not long ago he had a severe heart attack.  Now even doctors say that hate will cause physical problems.  Cancer, high blood pressure, heart problems, have all been linked to bitterness and hate.  We all know how fear and stress affects our physical bodies.  Hate and bitterness do too.  This hate and bitterness has nearly killed this man.  He won’t let it go.  My question is, I know that hate and bitterness is sin.  The Bible says it is.  Since it is, I know that God’s Spirit is convicting him of this sin, because that is what God does.  He is pushing away God’s Spirit.  He is refusing to let it go, so he refuses to ask God to forgive him.  As the Bible says in the Lord’s prayer, “Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those that trespass against us.”  If we don’t forgive, then God can’t forgive us. We take ourselves out of that when we refuse to give it up to God.  He will not get in God’s washing machine.  Now my question is this, when he dies, and it could be any day because of all this, will he make it to heaven? I have my doubts.  Sad to say, this man is a preacher.  His witness is not very good because of all this. He is not letting God’s Spirit do His work in his life. 

Don’t run away from God’s Washing Machine.  I know a lot of people who run from the Baptism of the Holy Ghost, away from God’s Spirit, because they want their sin.  They are afraid to go to services that hold Spirit filled meetings like those we read about in I Corinthians where the gifts of the Spirit operate.  They run from that kind of church and flock to churches that do not have the power of the Holy Ghost operating in their midst.  They are comfortable there.  They want to hear that everything is all right, they can keep their sin and still go to heaven.  We have talked throughout this book about scriptures that prove this isn’t so.  They are living on the edge.  I pray that before it is too late, they realize the truth.  If they do, then the truth can and will set them free. Let God’s washing machine wash you, clean you, and make you spotless.  Let His Holy Ghost purify you.

Closing

I hope that this book has helped you to understand what it means to have the Baptism of the Holy Ghost. I pray that if you have not experienced this, that you ask God to fill you to the brim with His Spirit.  It is an experience that will change your life.  It you have the Baptism, I pray that this book has helped you to realize that power that you have to overcome, and the ability and gifts that you have to serve God in the fullness of His Spirit.  This is the knowledge that can turn our world upside down for Christ.  No wonder the devil tries to blind us from hearing and learning about this truth that is found in God’s Word.  As the Bible promises us, seek and ye shall find.  God knows how to give His children this precious gift, if we seek it.  
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